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MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 5pm
Sunday: 8am, 10am, 12pm,
5:30pm
Daily Masses
Monday - Friday: 7am &
12:15pm / Saturday: 8am

RECONCILIATION
Tuesdays at 10:30am by RSVP
on our home page.
Saturdays from 3:30 to
4:30pm. (no rsvp needed)

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Monday through Friday from
8am (after the 7am Mass)
until 7pm in the Chapel of
the Angels. Adoration closes
for the 12:15pm Mass. 

POPE FRANCIS PRAYER
INTENTION FOR
DECEMBER

For Pilgrims of Hope
We pray that this Jubilee
Year strengthen our faith,
helping us to recognize the
Risen Christ in our daily
lives, and that it may
transform us into pilgrims of
Christian hope.

OFFERTORY AND ONLINE GIVING
Thank you for continuing to support our Parish
Community! To contribute online, visit
www.annunciationorlando.org/online-giving.

Our Parish Calendars are delayed due to a
shipping issue. They will be available
mid-January. Thank you for your patience.

Are you new to the Parish? FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY
December 29,  2024Visit our website to sign up for weekly

emails at www.annunciationorlando.org
Follow us on social
Instagram / FaceBook:
@annunciationorlando
YouTube: @annunciationcatholic

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28 
8:00am       Jane Ann Horton Brown†
5:00pm       Guillermo Sanchez†

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29 
8:00am      Douglas Llanos†
10:00am     People of Our Parish
                     Lucille Marquez†
12:00pm     Margaret Yohman†
5:30pm       Paul Eslich†

MONDAY, DECEMBER 30 
7:00 am     Kay Cyrek† 
12:15pm      Deceased members of the
                     Nixon/Guinane families†

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31 
7:00am      Jackie Stoll†
12:15pm      Lisa Rak†
5:30pm      Matthew Ritter†

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1 
10:00am    Deceased members of the Jackson family†
12:00pm    Paul Eslich†

THURSDAY, JANUARY 2 
7:00am      Al Gatti†
12:15pm      Michael and Robert Esposito†

FRIDAY, JANUARY 3 
7:00am      Jane Donlon†
12:15pm     Ryan Colleran†
7:30pm     Culture of Life

SATURDAY, JANUARY 4 
8:00am      Kathleen Shank†
5:00pm      Isagani, Bayam and Fe Sabino†

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5 
8:00am     Michael Morin†
10:00am    People of Our Parish
                    Salvatore DiBella†
12:00pm    Donna Dimola†
5:30pm      Carolyn Jansen†

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
(Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12)

Mass Intentions

If you are visiting and would
like to contribute please use
the blue and white envelopes
or click on the QR code to
donate online. Thank you!

First Friday Holy Hour and Mass - Jan. 3rd
Join us for a Holy Hour at 6:30pm followed by
Mass. The Intention is for the Culture of Life.

Please Note New Year’s Adoration Schedule:
Eucharistic Adoration closes at 5pm on 12/31
and re-opens on 1/2/2025.

Flowers for the Altar
If you would like to help adorn the Sanctuary in
honor of a special event or deceased loved one
please call our Parish Office at 407-869-9472.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



“Why were you looking for me?” At the heart and core of
our being is a great need, an aching desire to be heard,
understood, respected, received, welcomed and loved. It
seems to be at the forefront of our very existence; at the
core of our being is the great need that causes us to
search for a reason, too long to discover an answer. We
spend the day hoping and our time is consumed. We
become determined to satisfy this hunger and to achieve
the great goal we long to experience. What a blessing it is
to encounter a listening someone, a patient ear, the
kindness of a person that will welcome and allow us to
vent, to share our inner most desires and freedoms. To
be able to say what is on our hearts and minds with a
gracious listener, a listening person without feeling
prejudged or even to experience the emergence of
impatience, but rather the kindness of time and patience
to have the blessed opportunity to share and discuss
your hopes and dreams, your passions and longings, your
hurts, sufferings and frustrations. What a blessing it is to
be listened to, understood, respected, received and
welcomed with such patience and affection as the Lord
does for each of us. Jesus experienced this great longing,
the searching of a suffering broken heart that prayed
that someone would hear and listen to the sorrowful
aches of a fallen humanity and entertain the great desire
for healing, reconciliation, unity and family once again. It
is God’s aching desire and humanity’s greatest need.
From the fall of creation, we looked for Jesus. In the birth
of his nativity, shepherds, kings and enemies continued
to look for Jesus. The Baptist waited and looked out for
him. When the disciples encountered him, Jesus asked
them directly, “What are you looking for?” Later, we
would even hear the disciples say that our Blessed
Mother Mary was outside while the crowds pressed in on
Jesus because she also was looking for him. Why are you
looking or not looking for Jesus? The crowds longed to
see him, kings wished to adore him, shepherds to behold
him, people to be near him that he might touch them,
understand their great longing and hunger for family,
unity and peace. They hoped he would receive them into
his heart and home. They welcomed him into their hearts
and lives. They were looking for love, light, freedom,
healing, life. Pray for an intimate, personal, direct
knowledge of Jesus. Without knowing, you’ve been
looking for him.

REFLECTIONS
FROM THE HEART

by Fr. Ivan

Join us for our Mary Mother of God Masses!
 
Tuesday, December 31 - Mary the
Mother of God Vigil - 5:30pm -
Eucharistic Adoration in the Church -
7pm to Midnight
Please note: No Spanish Mass on
December 31st.

Wednesday, January 1 - Mary the
Mother of God - 10am and 12noon Mass
(no 7am Mass, no Adoration) Holy Day
of Obligation

Parish Office and Bookstore New Year’s
Schedule
The Parish office will be closed on January 1, 2025.
The Book & Gift Store will be closed from
December 24 to January 2nd.

On behalf of our Parish Clergy and
Team we say thank you and God bless
you for your kindness and outpouring

of Christmas graces, gifts and
blessings. We are truly blessed to be

part of this amazing Annunciation
family. Thank you. God’s peace and

blessings always.

Eucharistic Adoration on New Year's Eve
Join us on Tuesday, December 31st, after the 5:30
pm Mass for Eucharistic Adoration in our Church
until 12 midnight. You may come and stay for a
short visit with Jesus in the Eucharist or stay for
the evening. We will offer prayers throughout
the night. ~ People of Great Prayer ~

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



GROW IN YOUR FAITH

The Eucharist and the Lord's Prayer
look eagerly for the Lord's return,

"until he comes."
 

2715 Contemplation is a gaze of faith,
fixed on Jesus. "I look at him and he
looks at me": this is what a certain
peasant of Ars in the time of his holy
curé used to say while praying before
the tabernacle. This focus on Jesus is
a renunciation of self. His gaze purifies
our heart; the light of the
countenance of Jesus illumines the
eyes of our heart and teaches us to
see everything in the light of his truth
and his compassion for all men.
Contemplation also turns its gaze on
the mysteries of the life of Christ. Thus
it learns the "interior knowledge of
our Lord," the more to love him and
follow him.

Catechism Corner

GRACE Ministry
Grief Recovery - A Comforting

Encounter
St. Gabriel Life Center 6:00-7:30 pm

Our next meeting with Fr. Ivan is on Wednesday, January
29th. Please RSVP to Ann Stanko, 407-497-1618, call or text. 

Join us on January 20th at 6:30pm as we continue our
New Beginnings meetings with Fr. Ivan. RSVP to Jody
North for location at jnorth@annunciationorlando.org 

Rock The Universe!

Rock The Universe!

How can we pray for you? Everyday life can be
challenging and we want to pray for your
intentions. We will pray for each specific intention
that you submit. 

Submit your intentions
at:www.annunciationorlando.org/ prayer-intentions

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



St. John Damascene,
Priest & Doctor

The last of the Greek Church Fathers, John (676-749)
was born in Damascus, Syria. Well educated in
philosophy and theology, John, after some years as a
revenue officer in the service of the local governor,
became a monk and later was ordained a priest.

In 726 when the veneration of sacred images was
prohibited by the Byzantine Emperor Leo, John
zealously defended the Catholic position in his
writings. That position was that images are a
reminder of a saint that one might use during prayer
or reflection, but not objects of worship. We honor
the saints, but worship and adoration belong to God
alone.

He is highly regarded, too, for his systematic treatises,
especially for an exposition of the Greek Fathers, used
later even in the Western schools. Byzantine liturgical
books make use of hymns and canons to honor the
Mother of God, and other texts composed by him,
such as the Office of the Dead – which the Church still
uses on November 2nd, the Commemoration of the
Holy Souls, and on Good Friday.

John died in 749 in the Monastery of St. Sabas, near
Jerusalem. Pope Leo XIII deservedly declared him a
Doctor (Teacher) of the Church in 1890.

Throughout his life, John Damascene (John of
Damascus) appreciated his Catholic faith. At the
beginning of his Statement of Faith, from which we
read today, he wrote:

"Oh Lord, you led me from my father's loins and
formed me in my mother's womb. You brought me, a
naked babe, into the light of day, for nature's laws
always obey your commands.

By the blessing of the Holy Spirit, you prepared my
creation and my existence, not because man willed it
or flesh desired it, but by your ineffable grace. The
birth you prepared for me was such that it surpassed
the laws of our nature. You sent me forth into the
light by adopting me as your son at Baptism and you
enrolled me among the children of your holy and
spotless Church." (Cf. 2nd Reading, Liturgy of the
Hours).

As a humorous note from my seminary study days, he
is also a "patron saint" of frustrated computer
operators. Today, we pray that the true faith that St.
John Damascene taught so well will always be our
light and our strength.

Our Mission: Annunciation Catholic Academy inspires hearts
that are burning to know, love, and serve God by loving and
serving others.
For a private tour for those interested in grades K-8, please
call 407-774-2801.   2025-2026 School Year Applications -
Open from January 26 to February 7, 2025 

Call 407-774-2801  or visit our
website to learn more.

www.annunciationacademy.org

Call 407-774-2801 or visit our
website to learn more.

www.annunciationacademy.org

We are dedicated to providing high quality day care and
early childhood education for children from the age of six
weeks to pre-K of registered Annunciation Catholic Church
parishioners. We have a loving, dedicated staff of
administrators and trained teachers working with the
children. We maintain a low student teacher ratio. We
believe children will learn best through active participation.
We encourage parent’s participation through our parent’s
organization, T.E.A.M. (Together Everyone Achieves More).

Save Your Marriage
If your marriage has become troubled and stressed,
unloving or uncaring; if you have grown cold and
distant; even if you are divorced or separated, or are
thinking about it, Retrouvaille can help, as it has
helped thousands of others.  Our next program
begins January 31st – Feb 2nd 2025 in Winter Park.
For more information call 352-274-4614. All calls and
names held in strictest confidence. Please see our
website at www.Retrouvaille.org.
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St. Vincent DePaul Society
November Impact Report
There is no doubt that the material support we
offer to the neighbor is important. It is
important to eat, but it leaves you hungry again.
It is important to pay the rent, but the bill
comes due again next month. God’s love is
eternal, and our first responsibility in serving
the poor is to do so for love alone, in the hope
that through our caring “the poor may catch a
glimpse of God’s great love for them.”
“Vincentians visit not merely to drop off
groceries or pay a bill, but to form relationships
based on trust and friendship. Our visiting, our
encouragement, and our prayers serve most
importantly to bring true hope. Please consider
joining with us on the first and third
Wednesday of the month at 7pm in the St.
Gabriel Life Center. Or, email us at:
svdp@annunciationorlando.org

SVDP Treasury Report
November Church Contributions: $10,555.00
Total Income:  $10,555.00  
Expenses:
Housing assistance     $5256.04
Food Outreach            $444.37
Solidarity Dues            $1164.14
Prison Ministry            $1500.00
Conference Exp          $1431.92 
Tutoring Center          $2327.36
In-kind                         $438.32

LOVING AND SERVING OTHERS

Thank you to everyone who made
this year’s Fall Festival so successful!

We are grateful for the opportunity to
share in fellowship, family, fun and food
with our community in order to support
our local charitable outreach. With your
help we were able to raise $65,000 to live
out our mission to love and serve others.

These are some of the local charities we
will be assisting:

JMJ Pregnancy Center
Life Choices Medical Clinic
Kids House of Seminole, Inc.
Latisha’s House
Samaritan Village
Sharing Center
United Against Poverty
Ali’s Hope
Pathways to New Hope
Shepherd’s Hope

Annunciation Habitat for Humanity
We have several build dates coming up in Sanford.
It is easy to sign-up and get involved and it is very
rewarding to work with the families that we are
serving. For more information visit 

www.annunciationorlando.org/habitat

Circles allow women the opportunity to join ACCW based
on their schedules and commitments. Each month, two
Circles meet in the morning, two in the evening, and one
alternates months between day & evening. Each Circle
sponsors a fundraiser to individually support  non-profit
organizations in our area.

Let us give you the opportunity to serve God in friendship
with spiritual, dedicated, and supportive women to affect
the needs of many in our Parish, community, and beyond.
For details and contact information, please visit
www.annunciationorlando.org/ccw or contact Joanie
Barker, ACCW President, 407-810-0478,
joanreliv7@gmail.com

Annunciation Council
of Catholic Women
Our affiliation is comprised of a network
of five Circles. Members are spiritual,
supportive, and very dedicated in giving
their time, talent, and treasure to serve
God through helping the less fortunate in
our community and supporting the
needs of our Parish. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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(Vatican City, December 3 2024). – “For pilgrims of hope” is the prayer intention chosen by Pope Francis
for the month of December. It is a special invitation within the context of the upcoming Jubilee 2025. For
this reason, the Pope asks us to “pray that this upcoming Jubilee strengthen us in our faith, helping us to
recognize the Risen Christ in the midst of our lives, transforming us into pilgrims of Christian hope.”
The boat and the anchor
In the Statio Orbis during the pandemic in a deserted Saint Peter’s Square, Pope Francis used the Gospel
metaphor of the boat in the midst of the storm to recall the fragility and disorientation of humanity in the
face of great trials. In a certain sense, the Holy Father brings us back to that boat so as to highlight the
importance of the anchor in this month’s prayer intention. “Hope,” he says, accompanying his words with
very eloquent gestures, “is an anchor – an anchor that you cast over with a rope to be moored on the
shore. We have to hold onto the rope of hope.”
In the footsteps of Abraham
“The virtue of hope gives us a lot of strength to walk through life,” Pope Francis said on 28 December 2016
during the General Audience dedicated to the figure of Abraham. On the one hand, Abraham was not
“afraid to see reality for what it was,” and on the other hand, he was capable of “going beyond human
reasoning, beyond the world’s wisdom and prudence, beyond what was normally considered common
sense, to believe in the impossible.” Like Abraham, the protagonists of this month’s The Pope Video set
out on a journey, beginning with their own difficulties: the worries of a woman in front of an empty
pantry, the doubts of a student regarding the future. (see this month’s video on our website)
“Day by day, let us fill our lives with the gift of hope that God gives us, and through us, let us allow it to
reach everyone who is looking for it,” the Pope says in his message that accompanies his prayer intention.
And this is exactly what happens to the protagonists in the video: on their journey, both of them meet
some “pilgrims of hope” who welcome and comfort them, inviting them to join them on their symbolic
journey toward the Holy Door which will remain open during the entire Jubilee year.
Jubilee 2025, an invitation to walk in hope
Jubilee 2025, whose theme is “Pilgrims of hope”, will be a unique moment for celebration and profound
reflection. Also called the “Holy Year,” it is not only a stop on the journey of faith, but also an invitation to
recognize Christ in the everyday.

Pope Francis looks ahead to the Jubilee, 
praying that it might “strengthen us in the faith," 
and transform us into “pilgrims of Christian hope”
 

In his prayer intention for December, Pope
Francis invites us to pray “that this Jubilee
strengthen us in our faith, helping us to
recognize the Risen Christ in the midst of our
lives, transforming us into pilgrims of Christian
hope.”
The Pope invites us to be pilgrims of hope in a
world that “needs it a lot,” and that “through us,
let us allow it to reach everyone who is looking
for it.”
“Hope,” Pope Francis says, “is an anchor – an
anchor that you cast over with a rope to be
moored on the shore. We have to hold onto the
rope of hope.”

Pope Francis stated in his February 2022 letter
announcing the Jubilee 2025: "We must fan the flame
of hope that has been given us and help everyone to
gain new strength and certainty by looking to the
future with an open spirit, a trusting heart and far-
sighted vision. The forthcoming Jubilee can
contribute greatly to restoring a climate of hope and
trust as a prelude to the renewal and rebirth that we
so urgently desire..."
Visit www.annunciationorlando.org/hope for more
resources and updates on Diocese wide events.

The Universal Church
celebrates the Jubilee
Year 2025 - the 2,025th
anniversary of the
Incarnation of our Lord.

Holy Bible – The Great Adventure Catholic Bible,
Second Edition
Limited number of copies available for sale in the Bookstore.
The Great Adventure Catholic Bible makes the complexity of
reading the Bible simple. The only version that incorporates Jeff
Cavins’ color-coded Bible Timeline® Learning System within the
words of Scripture, this Bible shows Catholics how to read the
Word of God they so deeply desire to understand. Don’t Just
Read the Words of the Bible … Understand Them.
Visit the bookstore to purchase your copy of this special
note taking edition.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Please contact our Society of
St.Vincent dePaul at
407-215-7669 or by email:
svdp@annunciationorlando.org
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
We look forward to welcoming your child into our
family at Annunciation Catholic Church!
For information regarding the Sacrament of
Baptism for Children, please contact the Parish
Office at  407-869-9472.
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Experience the joy of forgiveness…
If it has been a while since you have been to
Confession, do not be afraid! The Priest will guide
you through this Sacrament of healing. Visit
www.annunciationorlando.org/reconciliation.
 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION
Receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit…
For information regarding the Sacrament of
Confirmation for youth, please contact our Faith
Formation for Children and Youth at 407-869-9472.
If you are an adult in need of the Sacrament of
Confirmation, please contact our Adult Faith
Formation Office at 407-869-9472.
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
…and the two shall become as one. Mark 10:8
For information regarding the Sacrament of
Marriage, please contact the Parish Office at
407-869-9472 at least six months prior to your
anticipated wedding date.
 

VOCATIONS
…I have called you by name. Isaiah 43:1
Do you feel called to Priesthood or Religious Life?
We look forward to speaking with you. Please
contact our Clergy at 407-869-9472.
 

Hospital Visitation
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Are you or a loved one in need of healing?
If you or someone in your family is in need of the
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, please
contact the Parish Office at 407-869-9472. In case of
emergency or if you or a family member are in the
hospital, please contact the Parish Office to receive
a pastoral visit.
 

INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC?
Now may be the time… and this may be the place!
For more information on the journey of Christian
Initiation, please contact one of our priests or
deacons or call our Parish Office.
 

ANNULMENTS
Questions about divorce and re-Marriage?
For information regarding Annulments, please
contact Jody North at 407-215-7639.

Bulletin Information
Please call Scott Stafstrom at 407-869-9472 or
email: sstafstrom@annunciationorlando.org.
Bulletin advertising, please call Diocesan
Publications at 800-292-9111.
 

In need of assistance?

Parish Office Hours
Mondays - Fridays from 9am to 5pm. 
Sundays from 9am to 12noon

Book & Gift Store Hours
Mon. to Fri.: 10:30am – 5pm
Sat.: 4:30-5pm; 6-6:30pm, Sun.: 9am-1:30pm.

For more information please call our
Parish Office at 407-869-9472 or email
info@annunciationorlando.org
 

Clergy
Very Rev. Ivan Olmo, V.F............................... Pastor
Rev. Mark Librizzi .......................... Parochial Vicar
Rev. Stephen Baumann............................... Retired
Rev. Augustine Clark.................................... Retired
Rev. William Gohring.................................... Retired
Deacon Joe Gassman............ Permanent Deacon
Deacon Pete Pronko ............  Permanent Deacon
Deacon Bryan Zornik ............ Permanent Deacon
 

Administration/Finance/Facilities
Mark Comia......................... Operations & Finance 
Greg Dessert.............................. Facilities Director
Nanci O’Reilly................................. Office Manager
Sarah Dessert................................  Records & Data
Allison Khan..................................  Office Assistant
Patti Murphy.................................... Administration
Scott Stafstrom........................... Communications
Peggy Dobrowolski......................... Food Outreach
Mathew Novaes.................................. Maintenance 
Jack Harrison............................................... Security
Terri Becher................. Book Store: 407-215-7666
 
Annunciation Academy 407-774-2801
Patricia Kahle.............................................  Principal
 

Annunciation Pre-School 407-869-9404
Nazly Cabral................................................  Director
 
Evangelization & Faith Formation
Vicki Ridgeway............ Elementary / 1st Eucharist
Michele Bugallo.......... Faith Formation Assistant
Michele McCullough.... Faith Formation Assistant
Jody North....... Baptism, Marriage Preparation/  
                                          Annulment Advocate 
 
Liturgy and Worship
Mary Ann Fox ............................ Director of Liturgy
Mark McCabe ............................ Director of Music
Joan Braun .................... Music & Liturgy Assistant
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Text ANNUNCIATION to 22322
for a FREE $30 Graphene Car Wash

BUG PREP CLEAN TOWELS WINDOW CLEANER AIR TOOLS VACUUMS
LICENSE PLATE

READER

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Joseph Bert, CFP®, AIF® Aaron Bert, CFP®, AIF®

1111 Douglas Ave
Altamonte Springs, FL 32714

407.869.9800

Complimentary
Consultation

Financial Planning · Investment Planning
Retirement Planning · Social Security Planning

Financial Planning and Asset Management offered by Certified Avisory Corp.
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards, Inc. owns the certification mark CFP®.

www.FinancialGroup.com

John M. Sprinkle, Licensed General Contractor CGC1509084

321-256-1211       www.ktsconsultants.com

Parishioner

General Contractor 
Commercial 

& Residential
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