
info@annunciationorlando.org
www.annunciationorlando.org

Phone: 407-869-9472 Fax: 407-869-4661
1020 Montgomery Rd., Altamonte Springs, FL 32714

August 24, 2025 ~ Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time

Annunciation hearts are burning
to know, love and serve God
by loving and serving others.

Annunciation hearts are burning
to know, love and serve God
by loving and serving others.



MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 5pm
Sunday: 8am, 10am, 12pm, 5:30pm
Daily Masses
Monday - Friday: 7am & 12:15pm / Saturday: 8am
Tuesday: 7pm (Spanish)

RECONCILIATION
Tuesdays at 10:30am by RSVP on our home page.
Saturdays from 3:30 to 4:30pm. (no rsvp needed)

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Monday through Friday from 8am (after the 7am
Mass) until 7pm in the Chapel of the Angels.
Adoration closes for the 12:15pm Mass.

Praying for our Recently Deceased
†Christopher Quinde †Felix Ortega
†Maurita Schuler †James Schulz
†Frank Spicciati Jr.
†Fr. Francis Xavier Zammit

Readings for Next Weekend
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading: Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29
Psalm: Psalm 68:4-5, 6-7, 10-11
Second Reading: Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24a
Gospel: Luke 14:1, 7-14

You can complete the registration
form on our website or visit our
Parish Office. Click on the QR code
for a direct link to the form.

Are you interested in registering at our Parish?

or visit www.annunciationorlando.org/online-giving

Offertory and Online Giving.
Thank you for continuing to support
our Parish Community!
Visit our NEW Online giving
portal. Same login - No need
to re-register - improved user
experience on pc and mobile.
Click on the QR Code:

Baptisms - Welcome!
Lucia Ann DeStefano
Rosalie Ann DeStefano
Maxwell Thomas Eisenhuth
Elizabeth Margaret Wheeler

Flowers for the Altar
In loving memory of Nieves Castillo

SAT, AUG 23
8:00am Special Intention
5:00pm Edward M. Rock†

SUN, AUG 24
8:00am Amelia Feinberg†
10:00am People of Our Parish

Nora Acosta†
12:00pm Edward M. Rock†
5:30pm Ralph, Houston and David Martin†

MON, AUG 25
7:00 am Treva Warzocha†
12:15pm Edward M. Rock†

TUE, AUG 26
7:00am Patricia Ann Hilson†
12:15pm Deceased members Nixon/Guinane families†
7:00pm Nieves Castillo†

WED, AUG 27
7:00am Deceased members of the Villanueva family†
12:15pm Blair Smith†

THU, AUG 28
7:00am John Cirello†
12:15pm Bud Haddix†

FRI, AUG 29
7:00am Bill Starr†
12:15pm Lavonna Hibbs†

SAT, AUG 30
8:00am Bridget and Adolph Jacobs†
5:00pm Pedro Colon†

SUN, AUG 31
8:00am Special Intention
10:00am People of Our Parish
Enrique and Maria Ruiz†
12:00pm Charles Porcaro†
5:30pm Special Intention

Are you new to the Parish? Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 24, 2025

Visit our website to sign up for weekly
emails at www.annunciationorlando.org

Follow us on social
Instagram / FaceBook:
@annunciationorlando
YouTube: @annunciationcatholic

Mass Intentions

Please Note: The chairs in the Narthex by
the Baptismal Font will be removed as of
September 6 . As a reminder, they were
introduced during Covid. We will also be
reintroducing the celebration of the
Sacrament of Baptism during Mass at the
Baptismal Font. Thank you for your
understanding.

th
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For mutual coexistence
Let us pray that societies where
coexistence seems more difficult
might not succumb to the temptation of
confrontation for ethnic, political,
religious, or ideological reasons.

Holy Father’s
Prayer Intentions

The context of this passage provides insight into Jesus’
mission and His concern for each and every person. Note
that Jesus was traveling toward the large and populous
city of Jerusalem. But as He traveled, He passed through
“towns and villages” and taught the people as He went.
This might seem like a small detail, but it is also a
significant one.
A city like Jerusalem was large and often had wealthy,
influential, and “important” people. The less-populated
towns had borders and often some form of local
government. Villages were much smaller rural areas,
often made up of poorer, less educated, less influential,
and simpler people. One historian, Josephus, wrote that
there were about 240 villages throughout Galilee at the
time Jesus lived. It’s interesting to note that Jesus wanted
to teach everyone. He didn’t care if they were wealthy and
powerful people in the large city or peasant farmers and
shepherds from the countryside. His mission was to all.
One thing this teaches us is that we, also, must have love
and concern for everyone, regardless of their social status.
Each and every person is equal in dignity. From the
president of a large country, to the beggar in an alleyway,
everyone deserves our respect and attention in an equal
way.
Our fallen human nature experiences various forms of
temptation. Among them are temptations for riches,
power and prestige. For that reason, we tend to admire
those who have obtained worldly success because we
want it for ourselves. As a result, we tend to show greater
respect for those who have achieved what we covet and
give less attention to those who do not have that success.
This, of course, goes to the heart of the problem.
When you think about the people whom you have
encountered recently, what comes to mind? Perhaps
your “encounter” was to read about someone’s great
success in the financial world. Or perhaps it was to read
about someone’s demise in another way. Perhaps a
neighbor has done well and purchased a new car, or a
friend got fired from a job. Whatever the case may be, it is
important to consider the level of personal respect and
love you show for each person. It must be equal. Worldly
status cannot determine how we treat others. This is hard
to avoid.
The teaching that Jesus gave to those in the towns and
villages was an exhortation to holiness. “Strive to enter
through the narrow gate, for many, I tell you, will attempt
to enter but will not be strong enough.” And at the end of
today’s Gospel, Jesus says, “For behold, some are last who
will be first, and some are first who will be last.” The latter
statement must have especially resonated with those
who felt somewhat insignificant and unimportant in life.
Those who felt like they were “last” would have received a
certain hope. This tells us that God never measures us by
our successes from a worldly standpoint. He measures us
only on the level of our fidelity to His holy will.

Source of content: mycatholic.life

REFLECTION
ON THE
GOSPEL

My name is Joshua Theisen, and I was born and
raised in Kentwood, Michigan. I am the youngest
and only boy of three siblings, and have three
nephews and one niece. I graduated with a
bachelor's degree in history from Michigan State
University in 2016 and subsequently worked for
Booking.com from 2016 until 2021. I moved to
Celebration, Florida in 2019 both to be able to
spend more time with my family that lives in
Winter Haven and because I was able to transfer
with my work. After a particularly strong
encounter with God during my senior year of
college, I began to discern the priesthood. I first
discerned with my home diocese of Grand Rapids
but felt that the Lord was drawing me elsewhere.
Following mymove to Florida, I began the
process of discerning priesthood with the diocese
of Orlando, and God has made it clear to me that I
am currently in the right place.

I graduated from St. Vincent de Paul Regional
Seminary in May with my master's degree in
philosophical studies. Following this year of
formation at Annunciation, I will have about 4
more years of theological formation before
ordination.
I am so grateful for the warm welcome that I have
already received here at Annunciation and look
forward to a great year of serving the Lord
together!

Please welcome
Seminarian Joshua Theisen!
He will be with us for his
Pastoral Year

We were blessed to have a surprise visit by
Bishop Stephen Parkes for our 10amMass
this past Sunday! It was a joy to welcome
back our former Pastor who is now Bishop
of the Diocese of Savannah.
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St JosephMen’s Group
Join us every Friday morning for Mass
at 7am in the Church, followed by great
coffee in the St. Gabriel

Life Center with a reflection on the readings
and prayer. We finish by 8am.
All men of the parish are welcome.
If you have any questions, please contact
Scott Stafstrom at 407-869-9472,
sstafstrom@annunciationorlando.org

GROW IN YOUR FAITH
The Kids Bullet in

Every Person Matters to Jesus
Jesus cared about everyone He met. As He
walked toward the big city of Jerusalem, He
stopped in small towns and villages to teach
people. The city had rich and powerful people,
but villages often had poor farmers and
shepherds. Jesus loved them all the same.

This shows us that every person is important.
It doesn’t matter if someone is a president or
a person in need on the street—Godmade
each of us with equal worth. We should treat
everyone with love and respect.

Sometimes people look up to the rich or
famous more than to others. But Jesus
reminds us that what matters most is not
money or power, but following God’s will. He
said, “Strive to enter through the narrow
gate,” and that some who seem last will be
first with God. That gives hope to those who
feel small or unimportant.

God does not measure us by the world’s
success, but by our faith and love for Him.

Which voice are you listening to? There are so many voices
in the world, but only one voice that can reconcile you and
set you free. It takes time to learn to hear this voice.
Through the practice of Ignatian Spirituality you will come
to know your Sacred Story.
Join us for a Question and Answer Session on August
25 at 7pm in the St. Gabriel Life Centerth

Sacred Story
Join us on a journey to Divine Intimacy.
Are you aware of the presence of God
in yourmidst in everymoment of your
day? Sacred Story will help you notice

thosemoments and be open to
responding to His presence.

Sacred Story is a 40 week journey. We meet weekly starting
Monday, September 8, 2025 from 7-8:30pm in the St.
Gabriel Life Center. Please pray about joining us on this
journey to a deeper and closer relationship with the Lord.

For more information: sacredstoryflorida@gmail.com.
To register:www.annunciationorlando.org/sacred-story

The Universal
Church celebrates
the Jubilee Year

2025 ~ the 2,025th
anniversary of the
Incarnation of our

Lord.
Visit www.annunciationorlando.org/hope
for more resources, links to information
about the Plenary Indulgence and updates
on events.

We have three Sacred Jubilee Sites in the
Diocese of Orlando:

St. James Cathedral
Basilica National Shrine Mary Queen of the
Universe
St. Paul Basilica in Daytona.

If you visit one of these sites or others around
the world, send us a photo of you or your group
by the designated door to Scott at
sstafstrom@annunciationorlando.org.
Basilica of Saint
John Lateran in
Rome, Italy Sainte-

Anne-de-
Beaupré
in Quebec,
Canada
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Youth Choirs are on Mondays and have just started.
Children’s Choir (Grades 2-5) 3:20-4:00pm Academy Music Room
Middle School Choir (Grades 6-8) 5:00-5:45pm St. Gabriel Life Center Choir Room
High School Choir (Grades 9-12) 6:00-6:45pm St. Gabriel Life Center Choir Room

Registration for Adult Choirs at www.annunciationorlando.org/music
If you have question please Contact Mark McCabe at mmccabe@annunciationorlando.org

Annunciation Music Ministry
SHARE YOUR MUSICAL TALENTS WITH YOUR FAITH COMMUNITY!

REHEARSALS ARE STARTING SOON. SIGN-UPS ARE OPEN!

Adult Choirs - Rehearsals have started.
Chamber Choir - No experience required, just a willingness to learn!
Adult Bell Choir - Must be able to read music/previous Bell Choir experience is a plus.
Young Adult Choir - Sings on the 2 Sunday of each month at the 5:30pmMass…1 hour
rehearsal prior to Mass…College age thru 30s.

nd

Youth Choirs Register at www.annunciationorlando.org/childrens-choir

We celebrated our first school Mass of the year— and our very
first with Father Matthew! Father Matthew brought balloons to help
our students understand how, like Mary, we can rise up — and also
what can weigh us down. A beautiful start to our school year!

407-774-2801 www.annunciationacademy.org

Annunciation Council of Catholic Women - welcoming our new Pastor, Fr. Matthew! It was
wonderful “get to know him event” with over 70 of our members in attendance.

New

Me
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!
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Eucharistic Adoration...
Find Your Peace & Joy in the LORD.
Visit annunciationorlando.org/adoration

to sign up to be a weekly adorer.

The Ignatian Adventure ~ "ComeWalk With Us"
Welcome to The Ignatian Adventure, Experiencing the
Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola in Daily Life.

The Adventure is all about learning to engage with God in a more
intimate way. God takes you where you are and your journey will
be unique. Join in an engaging experience of daily prayer,
reflection, community and a weekly morning small group sharing.
Wemeet on Wednesday mornings, 10am to 12noon in the
St. Gabriel Life Center. Space is limited, register online
today at www.annunciationorlando.org/adventure

For more information contact Jim Sheeran -
jtsheeran@gmail.com , or Kathleen Sheeran -
ksheeran9@gmail.com

The renewal-minded priest hoped to realize his ideals through the religious community he founded, the Congregation of
Jesus and Mary. Part of St. John's ministry led him to a concern for street people, especially women held in bondage to a
life of prostitution. A woman named Madeleine Lamy who had provided care for several of them challenged St. John one
day: "Where are you off to now? To some church, where you will gaze at the images and think yourself pious? And all the
time what is really wanted of you is a decent house for these poor creatures." He listened, and eventually was able to
establish a community of women to provide shelter and care. This community today, the Sisters of the Good Shepherd,
continues this work.
His personal devotion was fervent, and it sustained him through many criticisms, difficulties, and rejections throughout
his life. He persevered by being "one with Jesus." To his religious and to all who would hear him, he wrote: "You belong to
the Son of God, but more than that, you ought to be in Him as the members are in the head. All that is in you must be
incorporated into Him. There will be no true life for you except in Him, for he is the one source of true life. Apart from Him
you will find only death, and destruction. Let Him be the only source of your movements, of the actions and strength of
your life" (2nd Reading, Liturgy of the Hours).
St. John Eudes died on August 19, 1680. He was canonized in 1925 by Pope Pius XI and was recognized as the one who
initiated the liturgical cult of the Hearts of Jesus and Mary.

St. John Eudes, Priest August 19
St. John Eudes (1601 – 1680) was ordained a priest of the Congregation of the Oratory in 1625 and spent his
first years as a priest caring for the victims of plague, then for a decade he was a parish missionary, an
enthusiastic preacher. The seventeenth century priest knew the needs of the Church as indicated by the
Council of Trent. It mandated the reforms which St. John Eudes set himself to bring about through
preaching spiritual renewal. He also worked to provide for better education and spiritual formation of
priests who would in turn be better preachers and spiritual guides for the people.

DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT
THE CATHOLIC FAITH?

Have you been away from the Church... or
do you just want to learn more about your
faith? Were you raised in another faith or
maybe not raised in any faith, but feel
called to something deeper?
Please contact Mary Ann Fox at
mfox@annunciationorlando.org for more
information.

For most of us, the Sacrament of Confirmation was
celebrated when we were either in junior high or in
high school. For those adults in the OCIA, their
Confirmation is celebrated when they are baptized
at the Easter Vigil. But, for a variety of reasons, many
adult Catholics have not yet been confirmed. You
do not have to pre-register.
THIS INVITATION IS FOR YOU!
If you are 19 years of age, have been baptized
Catholic and have made your First Communion, but
have not been confirmed, we invite you to begin a
preparation program. Classes begin on Tuesday,
August 26th at 7pm in the Nazareth Center.

TO FIND OUT MORE: Contact Mary Ann Fox at
mfox@annunciationorlando.org.

Are you an adult who has not yet received
the Sacrament of Confirmation?

St John Eudes Priest – August 19
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ANNUNCIATION COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN

ST. THERESE OF
THE LITTLE FLOWER CIRCLE

PRESENTS ~ GARDEN PARTY
LUNCHEON & FASHION SHOW
Wednesday, September 24, 2025
HEATHROW COUNTRY CLUB

Doors open: 11:00 AM, Lunch: 11:30 AM
Fashions by: Em’z On Fifth

Door Prizes, Silent Auction, 50/50, $300
Money Tree.

Tickets: $45 – Proceeds Benef it our
Sponsored Charities

Cash or checks only. Checks payable to
Annunciation Catholic Church.

For reservations: Contact Rose DiSalvo,
Circle Chair. 407-562-7968 or email –

rose.disalvo@earthlink.net

LOVING AND SERVING OTHERS

Fall Festival
SAVE THE DATES
Our Fall Festival will be
held this year on
November 7-8, 2025

Secure the sponsorship spot that you want today.
All proceeds benefit local charities and families. Visit:
www.annunciationorlando.org/fallfestival

Mission Co-op – Santo Tomás de Aquino
Catholic School, Ecuador
Thank you for your generosity to our Mission Co-
op last month. As of August 19 you have
donated $64,240! Your support will directly
impact the lives of over 115 children by giving
them a dignified place to learn, grow, and thrive.

th

Thank you to
Annunciation
Catholic Church
for their amazing
donation to get
our food pantry
started this school
year!
- Lake Brantley
High School.
(Backpack Food
Distribution.)

Thank you, Annunciation Catholic Church for
this incredible blessing to our food pantry.
- Bear Lake Elementary School

Annunciation FoodOutreach

St. Anne’s Ministry of Moms is a social, spiritual, and
service organization. Our mission is to provide
support and fellowship to mothers as they face the
joys and challenges of motherhood. Our meetings
focus on faith, parenting, and building friendships
amongmothers and children.
Upcoming Meetings:

September 4th:Meeting at 9:30 a.m. in the St.
Gabriel Life Center. Susan Slater from Life
Choices in Maitland will be joining us! If you are
able, please bring a few jars of baby food to
donate to Life Choices.
September 18th:Meeting at 9:30 a.m. in the St.
Gabriel Life Center. Natalie Brown will be joining
us to share her passion for catechesis of young
children and her experience with Catechesis of
the Good Shepherd!
September 25th: Playdate at Longwood Fire
Station at 10 a.m.Please email us if you are
planning to attend!

For more information about meetings, play dates
and other functions this Fall please contact us at
our new email: Stannesannunciation@gmail.com

CALLING
ALL MOMS!
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Through your generous support of St. Vincent de Paul, we have been able to provide homework
help and summer enrichment to students living in transitional housing at the Altamonte Inn and
Suites (formerly the Remington Inn) on Douglas Avenue since 2014.

What is the best way to prevent homeless children from becoming homeless adults?
Education!

If you are interested in helping these students reach for a better tomorrow, contact Lynda at
407-494-1123 or svdp@annunciationorlando.org You do not need to be a certified teacher to
make a difference. If you are not already cleared, you will have to complete the Safe Environment
requirements for the Diocese, which will be provided free to you. We will begin on September
8th. We provide help Monday through Thursday from 3:30pm-5:30pm on the days that school is
in session. No amount of time you have is too small!

Our parish has a Formedsubscription.Visit signup.formed.org andselect our parish name.

Welcome Weekend Volunteers Needed - Weekend of September 6-7

We will be offering sweets after
each of the Masses on the weekend
of September 6-7. We need
volunteers for set-up and to pass
out the treats, but mostly to
welcome everyone with a smile.

Please visit www.annunciationorlando.org/aftermass
to sign up. Thank you!
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Please contact our Society of
St.Vincent dePaul at
407-215-7669 or by email:
svdp@annunciationorlando.org

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
We look forward to welcoming your child into our
family at Annunciation Catholic Church!
For information regarding the Sacrament of
Baptism for Children, please contact the Parish
Office at 407-869-9472.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Experience the joy of forgiveness…
If it has been a while since you have been to
Confession, do not be afraid! The Priest will guide
you through this Sacrament of healing. Visit
www.annunciationorlando.org/reconciliation.

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION
Receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit…
For information regarding the Sacrament of
Confirmation for youth, please contact our Faith
Formation for Children and Youth at 407-869-9472.
If you are an adult in need of the Sacrament of
Confirmation, please contact our Adult Faith
Formation Office at 407-869-9472.

SACRAMENT OFMARRIAGE
…and the two shall become as one. Mark 10:8
For information regarding the Sacrament of
Marriage, please contact the Parish Office at
407-869-9472 at least six months prior to your
anticipated wedding date.

VOCATIONS
…I have called you by name. Isaiah 43:1
Do you feel called to Priesthood or Religious Life?
We look forward to speaking with you. Please
contact our Clergy at 407-869-9472.

HOSPITAL VISITATION
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Are you or a loved one in need of healing?
If you or someone in your family is in need of the
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, please
contact the Parish Office at 407-869-9472. In case
of emergency or if you or a family member are in
the hospital, please contact the Parish Office to
receive a pastoral visit.

INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC?
Nowmay be the time… and this may be the place!
For more information on the journey of Christian
Initiation, please contact one of our priests or
deacons or call our Parish Office.

ANNULMENTS
Questions about divorce and re-Marriage?
For information regarding Annulments, please
contact Jody North at 407-215-7639.

Bulletin Information
Please call Scott Stafstrom at 407-869-9472 or
email: sstafstrom@annunciationorlando.org.
Bulletin advertising, please call Diocesan
Publications at 800-292-9111.

In need of assistance?

Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday from 9am to 5pm.
Sundays from 9am to 12noon

Book & Gift Store Hours
Mon. to Fri.: 10:30am – 5pm.
Sat.: 4:30-5pm; 6-6:30pm, Sun.: 9am-1:30pm.

For more information please call our
Parish Office at 407-869-9472 or email
info@annunciationorlando.org

Clergy
Rev. Matthew Hawkins.................................. Pastor
Rev. Mark Librizzi .......................... Parochial Vicar
Rev. Stephen Baumann............................... Retired
Rev. Augustine Clark.................................... Retired
Rev. William Gohring.................................... Retired
Deacon Joe Gassman............ Permanent Deacon
Deacon Pete Pronko ............ Permanent Deacon
Deacon Bryan Zornik ............ Permanent Deacon

Administration/Finance/Facilities
Mark Comia......................... Operations & Finance
Greg Dessert.............................. Facilities Director
Nanci O’Reilly................................. Office Manager
Sarah Dessert................................ Records & Data
Allison Khan.................................. Office Assistant
Patti Murphy.................................... Administration
Scott Stafstrom........................... Communications
Peggy Dobrowolski......................... Food Outreach
Mathew Novaes..................................Maintenance
Jack Harrison............................................... Security
Terri Becher................. Book Store: 407-215-7666

Annunciation Academy 407-774-2801
Misty Merritt............................................... Principal

Annunciation Pre-School 407-869-9404
Nazly Cabral................................................ Director

Evangelization & Faith Formation
Vicki Ridgeway............ Elementary / 1st Eucharist
Michele McCullough.... Faith Formation Assistant
Jody North....... Baptism,Marriage Preparation/

Annulment Advocate

Liturgy and Worship
Mary Ann Fox ............................ Director of Liturgy
Mark McCabe ............................ Director of Music
Joan Braun ....................Music & Liturgy Assistant
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BUG PREP CLEAN TOWELS WINDOW CLEANER AIR TOOLS VACUUMS
LICENSE PLATE

READER
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VA ACCREDITED ATTORNEY
JODI E. MURPHY, ESQ. MICHELLE A. BERGLUND-HARPER, ESQ.

VA ACCREDITED ATTORNEY
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John M. Sprinkle, Licensed General Contractor CGC1509084

321-256-1211       www.ktsconsultants.com

Parishioner

General Contractor 
Commercial 
& Residential

Doctor Phillips    |   Lake Mary

Clermont    |    College ParkIK
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