
info@annunciationorlando.org
www.annunciationorlando.org

Phone: 407-869-9472 Fax: 407-869-4661
1020 Montgomery Rd., Altamonte Springs, FL 32714

September 7, 2025 ~ Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Saints Joachim and Ann
Grandparents of Jesus

Annunciation hearts are burning
to know, love and serve God
by loving and serving others.



MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 5pm
Sunday: 8am, 10am, 12pm, 5:30pm
Daily Masses
Monday - Friday: 7am & 12:15pm / Saturday: 8am
Tuesday: 7pm (Spanish)

RECONCILIATION
Tuesdays at 10:30am by RSVP on our home page.
Saturdays from 3:30 to 4:30pm. (no rsvp needed)
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Monday through Friday from 8am (after the 7am
Mass) until 7pm in the Chapel of the Angels.
Adoration closes for the 12:15pm Mass.

Praying for our Recently Deceased
†Christopher Ross
†Gregg Karl
†Lori Adams

Readings for Next Weekend
Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
First Reading: Numbers 21:4b-9
Psalm: Psalm 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38
Second Reading: Philippians 2:6-11
Gospel: John 3:13-17

You can complete the registration
form on our website or visit our
Parish Office. Click on the QR code
for a direct link to the form.

Are you interested in registering at our Parish?

or visit www.annunciationorlando.org/online-giving

Offertory and Online Giving.
Thank you for continuing to support
our Parish Community!
Visit our NEW Online giving
portal. Same login - No need
to re-register - improved user
experience on pc and mobile.
Click on the QR Code:

Weddings - Congratulations!
Christian Miller and Lizbeth Mendoza

SAT, SEP 6
8:00am Gloria and Edward Horbert†
5:00pm Lauren Otero†

SUN, SEP 7
8:00am Arthur and Verna Levesque†
10:00am People of Our Parish

Walter Sciamonte†
12:00pm Edward Rock†
5:30pm Richard Schmidt†

MON, SEP 8
7:00 am Sarah Donoughe†
12:15pm Phyllis Burkhart†

TUE, SEP 9
7:00am David Kroll†
12:15pm BobWalsh†
7:00pm Thomas A. Latimer†

WED, SEP 10
7:00am Thomas Murphy Sr.†
12:15pm Deceased members of Nixon/Guinane families†

THU, SEP 11
7:00am Victims of 911†
12:15pm Sharon Bychinski†

FRI, SEP 12
7:00am Special Intention†
12:15pm Gary Burkey†

SAT, SEP 13
8:00am John G. Guyet†
5:00pm Gerda Burns†

SUN, SEP 14
8:00am Monsignor Patrick J. Caverly†
10:00am People of Our Parish

Sr. Jessica Zwarra†
12:00pm Amália Vilhan†
5:30pm Janice Lambert Pace†

Are you new to the Parish? Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 7, 2025

Visit our website to sign up for weekly
emails at www.annunciationorlando.org

Follow us on social
Instagram / FaceBook:
@annunciationorlando
YouTube: @annunciationcatholic

Mass Intentions

Please Note: The chairs in the Narthex by
the Baptismal Font will be removed as of
September 6 . As a reminder, they were
introduced during Covid. We will also be
reintroducing the celebration of the
Sacrament of Baptism during Mass at the
Baptismal Font. Thank you for your
understanding.

th
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In SeptemberWe Remember
deceased priest from the Diocese of Orlando

PRAYER FOR THE FIFTHWORLDDAY
FOR GRANDPARENTS AND THE ELDERLY

'Blessed are those who have not lost
hope' (Sir 14:2) How beautiful are these
words of yours, Lord! Help us to continue
our pilgrimage through time, animated
by the hope that comes from You! Help
us in this divisive world, to bring the
hope of communion. Help us in this
world, wounded by wars, to bring the
hope of peace. Help us in this world,
which is dehumanizing, to bring the
beauty of an ancient smile. Help us to
be, for our grandchildren, for our loved
ones and for everyone we meet, the

memory of your tenderness. Help us to
bring, in a world distracted from You,
the Hope of a new life that only You can
give! For in You, Lord, nothing is lost For
in You, Lord, everything begins again!

Amen.

For our relationship with all
of creation
Let us pray that, inspired by
Saint Francis, we might
experience our interdependence
with all creatures who are loved
by God and worthy of love and
respect.

Holy Father’s
Prayer Intentions

Why would Jesus exhort the “great crowds” to hate their
families? In fact, Jesus went even further than that. He said
they must also hate their own lives. If they do not, then
they cannot be His disciples. One thing that this shocking
teaching did was to shake people out of their lukewarm
faith. Sometimes we think of Jesus only as a kind and
gentle soul who always brightens people’s days. We see
images painted of the smiling Jesus who always made
people feel welcomed and loved. And though these images
have truth, it is also true that one way He brightened their
days was by challenging them to the core of their being to
convert. And that is what Jesus does today in our Gospel.

To hate your father, mother, children, siblings and even
your very self is obviously not a reference to the sin of hate
that flows from anger. In this case, the word “hate” refers to
the best way to love others and to love even your own self.
To begin, let’s look at the conclusion. Jesus said that this
form of hate is a requirement of being His disciple. This is
the key. Unless we are first and foremost a disciple of
Christ, we cannot love others and we will not even love
ourselves in the proper way. “Hate” in this context refers to
selfish attachments. This means that people and things
can easily get in the way of our love of God. When they do,
we must see them as an obstacle to both the love of God,
as well as to the authentic love of others and even
ourselves. For example, if a family member were to
demand in some way that you love them more than you
love God, then this must be rejected with passion. This
could be referred to as holy hatred of the temptation, not
the person. Say a spouse criticizes you for attending Mass
and tries to stop you from doing so. If you listen to them,
then you are placing them before God. Or say someone
hurts you and you choose to forgive them, only to have a
family member challenge you and try to stir up anger in
you toward that person. If you listen to them, then you are
not listening to God. In these cases, we must “hate” in the
sense that we reject the temptation.

What about yourself? How do you hate yourself? This is a
reference to the many ways that our disordered appetites
are drawn to sin. If we indulge in the disordered desires, or
even worse, if we treat those disordered desires as normal
and good for us, then we have chosen the disordered
desire over God. In that case, we must learn to hate and
reject the selfish and disordered desire, choosing God and
His will alone.

When we are able to choose the love of God first and
foremost in our lives, rejecting the temptations that come
through others and even the temptations within our
disordered desires, then, and only then, are we in a position
to love others and ourselves, in the right way. Jesus
obviously wants us to love others and ourselves. But this is
only possible when our love is pure and holy and flows from
the love of God. Any other form of “love” is not love at all. It
is a selfish attachment that hinders our true mission as
lovers of God and instruments of that love to others.

Source of content: mycatholic.life

REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL
Great crowds were traveling with Jesus, and he turned
and addressed them, “If anyone comes to me without
hating his father and mother, wife and children,
brothers and sisters, and even his own life, he cannot
be my disciple.” Luke 14:25–26
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St JosephMen’s Group
Join us every Friday morning for Mass
at 7am in the Church, followed by great
coffee in the St. Gabriel

Life Center with a reflection on the readings
and prayer. We finish by 8am.
All men of the parish are welcome.
If you have any questions, please contact
Scott Stafstrom at 407-869-9472,
sstafstrom@annunciationorlando.org

GROW IN YOUR FAITH

Love God First
Jesus told the crowds that they must “hate”
their families and even their own lives to
follow Him. This sounds strange, but Jesus
was not talking about the bad kind of hate
that comes from anger. He was teaching that
we must love God first, even more than our
families or ourselves.

Sometimes people or our own desires can
lead us away from God. When that happens,
we must reject those temptations. For
example, if someone tries to stop us from
going to Mass or forgiving others, we must
choose God instead.

“Hating” ourselves means saying no to selfish
wants that are not good for us. When we put
God first, we learn how to truly love others
and ourselves in the right way.

Think today about how strong we must be to
say “no” to sin. Sometimes sin comes
through family or friends, and sometimes it
comes from our own selfish desires. When
we reject these temptations, it is really an act
of love, because it clears the way to love God,
others, and even ourselves more. Choose to
follow Jesus first, and your love will grow.

Which voice are you listening to? There are so many voices
in the world, but only one voice that can reconcile you and
set you free. It takes time to learn to hear this voice.
Through the practice of Ignatian Spirituality you will come
to know your Sacred Story.

Sacred Story
Join us on a journey to Divine

Intimacy.
Are you aware of the presence
of God in yourmidst in every
moment of your day? Sacred
Story will help you notice those

moments and be open to
responding to His presence.

Sacred Story is a 40 week journey. We meet weekly starting
Monday, September 8, 2025 from 7-8:30pm in the St.
Gabriel Life Center. Please pray about joining us on this
journey to a deeper and closer relationship with the Lord.

For more information: sacredstoryflorida@gmail.com.
To register:www.annunciationorlando.org/sacred-story

The Universal
Church celebrates
the Jubilee Year

2025 ~ the 2,025th
anniversary of the
Incarnation of our

Lord.
Visit www.annunciationorlando.org/hope
for more resources, links to information
about the Plenary Indulgence and updates
on events.

We have three Sacred Jubilee Sites in the
Diocese of Orlando:

St. James Cathedral
Basilica National Shrine Mary Queen of the
Universe
St. Paul Basilica in Daytona.

If you visit one of these sites or others around
the world, send us a photo of you or your group
by the designated door to Scott at
sstafstrom@annunciationorlando.org.

Basilica of St
John Lateran -
Rome, Italy

The Kids
Bullet in
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Youth Choirs Register at www.annunciationorlando.org/childrens-choir

Youth Choirs meet on Mondays and have just started.
We encourage our middle and high school students to join the choir.

Service hours are available for this ministry.

Annunciation Music Ministry
SHARE YOUR MUSICAL TALENTS WITH YOUR FAITH COMMUNITY!

Annunciation Catholic Academy
This school year, we are celebrating our 30th anniversary! This year, our theme
— “Three Decades of Answering God’s Call” — invites us to follow Mary’s example
of courage, trust, and joy in saying “yes” to whatever God asks of us.

407-774-2801 www.annunciationacademy.org

Annunciation Council of Catholic Women
All women of our parish are invited to inquire
about membership in the Council of Catholic
Women. The Council is comprised of five
circles who meet once a month either during
the day or evening for spiritual, service and
social enrichment to benefit charities as
needed.
Meet the members at our upcoming
Welcome Reception, where there will be
refreshments and door prizes. We are looking
forward to meeting you and sharing our
mission.
Date: Sunday, September 28
Time: 11:00am – 2:00pm
Place: St. Gabriel Life Center

Annunciation Council
of CatholicWomen

Join us for our next Adult Formation Study!

A Biblical Walk Through The Mass
by Edward Sri - 5 Sessions

Discover the Beauty and Riches of the Mass.
The Mass is nothing short of amazing. Through it, we
encounter God in the most intimate way possible as
we hear him speak to us in the Liturgy of the Word
and as we receive him Body and Blood, Soul and
Divinity in the Holy Eucharist.

Who
Facilitated by Fr. Matthew

When
Starting – Monday,
September 29th

Mondays @ 10:30am and
Tuesdays @ 5:30pm

Where
St Gabriel Life Center

There is no cost to register. Register at www.annunciationorlando.org/the-mass/

NEW - When the projected songs are also found in the hymnal,
we will post the number so you can follow along with the music.

Faith Formation for Children and Youth
We are off to a great start with our Faith Formation
programs. Fr. Matthew and Seminarian Joshua greeted
our families on the first Wednesday sessions.
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Eucharistic Adoration...
Find Your Peace & Joy in the LORD.
Visit annunciationorlando.org/adoration

to sign up to be a weekly adorer.

hunger and thirst for more. You touched me, and I burned for your peace." (From the Confessions of St. Augustine).
"Augustine is undoubtedly one of the greatest of the Church Fathers and one of the great geniuses of humanity,
whose influence on posterity has been continuous and profound." (A. Trape, in Patrology, v.4, p. 343, ed. by Angelo
DiBerardino). He was a philosopher, theologian, mystic, poet, writer, orator, and saint.
Born in 354 in Numidia, probably African by race as well as by birth, he was thoroughly Roman "by language,
culture and persuasion." He received a Christian education from his mother, Monica, but did not receive Baptism.
At age 19 he abandoned Christianity and was even anti-Catholic for a time. He became a teacher of grammar and
rhetoric, and for this reason moved to Rome and eventually to Milan. His conversion to Christianity was a long
odyssey, and a time of true intellectual searching. The final spark was supplied by the preaching of St. Ambrose,
the bishop of Milan. Throughout it all Monica prayed continuously. The final struggle was the choice of how to best
live the Christian ideal of wisdom.
By the latter part of the year 384 he sought instruction from St. Ambrose and the following Easter he was baptized.
By then he was 33 years old and a short time later his mother died, her prayers answered. (continued next week.)

"Late have I loved you, O Beauty ever ancient, ever new, late have I loved you! You were within me,
but I was outside, and it was there that I searched for you. In my unloveliness I plunged into the
lovely things which you created. You were with me, but I was not with you. Created things kept me
from you; yet if they had not been in you they would not have been at all. You called, you shouted,
and you broke through my deafness. You flashed, you shone, and you dispelled my blindness. You
breathed your fragrance on me; I drew not breath and now I pant for you. I have tasted you, now I

St. Anne’s Ministry of Moms is a social, spiritual, and
service organization. Our mission is to provide
support and fellowship to mothers as they face the
joys and challenges of motherhood. Our meetings
focus on faith, parenting, and building friendships
amongmothers and children.

Upcoming Meetings:
September 18th: Can Montessori keep our
kids Catholic? - Teaching the faith to our
youngest, with Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd.Meeting at 9:30am in the St. Gabriel
Life Center. Natalie Brown will be joining us to
share her passion for catechesis of young
children and her experience with Catechesis of
the Good Shepherd!
September 25th: Playdate at Longwood Fire
Station at 10am. Please email us if you are
planning to attend!
October 2nd:Meeting in the Saint Gabriel Life
Center at 9:30am.
Save the Date! October 16th at 9:30am.We
will have a special guest speaker - Jen Settle -
talking about The Power of Silence.More
information next week.

For more information about meetings, play dates
and other functions this Fall please contact us at
our new email: Stannesannunciation@gmail.com

CALLING ALL MOMS!

The Canonization of Blesseds Carlo Acutis and
Pier Giorgio Frassati - Sunday, September 7, 2025

After a delay caused by the death of Pope Francis,
Pope Leo XIV is scheduled to preside over the
canonizations of Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati and
Blessed Carlo Acutis Sept. 7 at the Vatican.

To learn more about these saints visit:
www.annunciationorlando.org/saints

– -
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ANNUNCIATION COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN

ST. THERESE OF
THE LITTLE FLOWER CIRCLE

PRESENTS ~ GARDEN PARTY
LUNCHEON & FASHION SHOW
Wednesday, September 24, 2025
HEATHROW COUNTRY CLUB

Doors open: 11:00 AM, Lunch: 11:30 AM
Fashions by: Em’z On Fifth

Door Prizes, Silent Auction, 50/50, $300
Money Tree.

Tickets: $45 – Proceeds Benef it our
Sponsored Charities

Cash or checks only. Checks payable to
Annunciation Catholic Church.

For reservations: Contact Rose DiSalvo,
Circle Chair. 407-562-7968 or email –

rose.disalvo@earthlink.net

LOVING AND SERVING OTHERS

Fall Festival
SAVE THE DATES
Our Fall Festival will be
held this year on
November 7-8, 2025

Secure the sponsorship spot that you want today.
All proceeds benefit local charities and families. Visit:
www.annunciationorlando.org/fallfestival

Jewelry items needed It's time to clean out
your jewelry box and consider donating
unwanted jewelry to the Fall Festival. In addition
to costume jewelry, we will be happy to take
broken gold and silver jewelry, one earring, etc.
For more information contact Sandy at
sandrabattaglia2@gmail.com

Great Grandma's Attic This area of the Festival,
located in the St. Gabriel Life Center, features
crystal, silver, china and other unique and gently
used items for sale to benefit our Fall Festival
charities. To donate please call Eve McBride at
772-607-0631 or email emcbride821@gmail.com
to discuss your items.

Seminole County Location:
600 North US 17-92 | Ste. 124 | Longwood, FL 32750
More information at www.shepherdshope.org

We have several build dates coming up in Sanford.
It is easy to sign-up and get involved and it is very
rewarding to work with the families that we are
serving. For more information visit

www.annunciationorlando.org/habitat

Habitat to Annunciation!
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Through your generous support of St. Vincent de Paul, we have been able to provide homework
help and summer enrichment to students living in transitional housing at the Altamonte Inn and
Suites (formerly the Remington Inn) on Douglas Avenue since 2014.

What is the best way to prevent homeless children from becoming homeless adults?
Education!

If you are interested in helping these students reach for a better tomorrow, contact Lynda at
407-494-1123 or svdp@annunciationorlando.org You do not need to be a certified teacher to
make a difference. If you are not already cleared, you will have to complete the Safe Environment
requirements for the Diocese, which will be provided free to you. We will begin on September
8th. We provide help Monday through Thursday from 3:30pm-5:30pm on the days that school is
in session. No amount of time you have is too small!

Our parish has a FormedOOOOuuuurrrr ppppaaaarrrriiiisssshhhh hhhhaaaassss aaaa FFFFoooorrrrmmmmeeeedddd
sussssuuuubscription.bbbbssssccccrrrriiiippppttttiiiioooonnnn....

VVVVVisit signup.formed.org andiiiissssiiiitttt ssssiiiiggggnnnnuuuupppp....ffffoooorrrrmmmmeeeedddd....oooorrrrgggg aaaannnndddd
select our parish name.sssseeeelllleeeecccctttt oooouuuurrrr ppppaaaarrrriiiisssshhhh nnnnaaaammmmeeee....

Our parish has a Formed
subscription.

Visit signup.formed.org and
select our parish name.
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Please contact our Society of
St.Vincent dePaul at
407-215-7669 or by email:
svdp@annunciationorlando.org

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
We look forward to welcoming your child into our
family at Annunciation Catholic Church!
For information regarding the Sacrament of
Baptism for Children, please contact the Parish
Office at 407-869-9472.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Experience the joy of forgiveness…
If it has been a while since you have been to
Confession, do not be afraid! The Priest will guide
you through this Sacrament of healing. Visit
www.annunciationorlando.org/reconciliation.

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION
Receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit…
For information regarding the Sacrament of
Confirmation for youth, please contact our Faith
Formation for Children and Youth at 407-869-9472.
If you are an adult in need of the Sacrament of
Confirmation, please contact our Adult Faith
Formation Office at 407-869-9472.

SACRAMENT OFMARRIAGE
…and the two shall become as one. Mark 10:8
For information regarding the Sacrament of
Marriage, please contact the Parish Office at
407-869-9472 at least six months prior to your
anticipated wedding date.

VOCATIONS
…I have called you by name. Isaiah 43:1
Do you feel called to Priesthood or Religious Life?
We look forward to speaking with you. Please
contact our Clergy at 407-869-9472.

HOSPITAL VISITATION
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Are you or a loved one in need of healing?
If you or someone in your family is in need of the
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, please
contact the Parish Office at 407-869-9472. In case
of emergency or if you or a family member are in
the hospital, please contact the Parish Office to
receive a pastoral visit.

INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC?
Nowmay be the time… and this may be the place!
For more information on the journey of Christian
Initiation, please contact one of our priests or
deacons or call our Parish Office.

ANNULMENTS
Questions about divorce and re-Marriage?
For information regarding Annulments, please
contact Jody North at 407-215-7639.

Bulletin Information
Please call Scott Stafstrom at 407-869-9472 or
email: sstafstrom@annunciationorlando.org.
Bulletin advertising, please call Diocesan
Publications at 800-292-9111.

In need of assistance?

Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday from 9am to 5pm.
Sundays from 9am to 12noon

Book & Gift Store Hours
Mon. to Fri.: 10:30am – 5pm.
Sat.: 4:30-5pm; 6-6:30pm, Sun.: 9am-1:30pm.

For more information please call our
Parish Office at 407-869-9472 or email
info@annunciationorlando.org

Clergy
Rev. Matthew Hawkins.................................. Pastor
Rev. Mark Librizzi .......................... Parochial Vicar
Rev. Stephen Baumann............................... Retired
Rev. Augustine Clark.................................... Retired
Rev. William Gohring.................................... Retired
Deacon Joe Gassman............ Permanent Deacon
Deacon Pete Pronko ............ Permanent Deacon
Deacon Bryan Zornik ............ Permanent Deacon

Administration/Finance/Facilities
Mark Comia......................... Operations & Finance
Greg Dessert.............................. Facilities Director
Nanci O’Reilly................................. Office Manager
Sarah Dessert................................ Records & Data
Allison Khan.................................. Office Assistant
Patti Murphy.................................... Administration
Scott Stafstrom........................... Communications
Peggy Dobrowolski......................... Food Outreach
Mathew Novaes..................................Maintenance
Jack Harrison............................................... Security
Terri Becher................. Book Store: 407-215-7666

Annunciation Academy 407-774-2801
Misty Merritt............................................... Principal

Annunciation Pre-School 407-869-9404
Nazly Cabral................................................ Director

Evangelization & Faith Formation
Vicki Ridgeway............ Elementary / 1st Eucharist
Michele McCullough.... Faith Formation Assistant
Jody North....... Baptism,Marriage Preparation/

Annulment Advocate

Liturgy and Worship
Mary Ann Fox ............................ Director of Liturgy
Mark McCabe ............................ Director of Music
Joan Braun ....................Music & Liturgy Assistant
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VA ACCREDITED ATTORNEY
JODI E. MURPHY, ESQ. MICHELLE A. BERGLUND-HARPER, ESQ.

VA ACCREDITED ATTORNEY
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John M. Sprinkle, Licensed General Contractor CGC1509084

321-256-1211       www.ktsconsultants.com

Parishioner

General Contractor 
Commercial 
& Residential

Doctor Phillips    |   Lake Mary

Clermont    |    College ParkIK
407-260-2800FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
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