
info@annunciationorlando.org
www.annunciationorlando.org

Phone: 407-869-9472 Fax: 407-869-4661
1020 Montgomery Rd., Altamonte Springs, FL 32714

September 14, 2025 ~ Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Annunciation hearts are burning
to know, love and serve God
by loving and serving others.

Weadore you, OChrist, and we bless you,
because by your Cross you have redeemed the world.



MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 5pm
Sunday: 8am, 10am, 12pm, 5:30pm
Daily Masses
Monday - Friday: 7am & 12:15pm / Saturday: 8am
Tuesday: 7pm (Spanish)

RECONCILIATION
Tuesdays at 10:30am by RSVP on our home page.
Saturdays from 3:30 to 4:30pm. (no rsvp needed)
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Monday through Friday from 8am (after the 7am
Mass) until 7pm in the Chapel of the Angels.
Adoration closes for the 12:15pm Mass.

Praying for our Recently Deceased
†Fadia Yousef Awadaliah
†Bishop Bernard Harrington
†Gustavo Suarez
†Pearl Lee Jones
†David Harry Thorpe
†Christopher Mazol
†Luz Queen
†Gladys Maria Martinez

Readings for Next Weekend
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading: Amos 8:4-7
Psalm: Psalm 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8
Second Reading: 1 Timothy 2:1-8
Gospel: Luke 16:1-13

You can complete the registration
form on our website or visit our
Parish Office. Click on the QR code
for a direct link to the form.

Are you interested in registering at our Parish?

or visit www.annunciationorlando.org/online-giving

Offertory and Online Giving.
Thank you for continuing to support
our Parish Community!
Visit our NEW Online giving
portal. Same login - No need
to re-register - improved user
experience on pc and mobile.
Click on the QR Code:

Baptisms - Welcome!
Celine Rosalie Barrios
Khaleesi Sky Mesa
Christian Nicholas Scoglio

SAT, SEP 13
8:00am John G. Guyet†
5:00pm Gerda Burns†

SUN, SEP 14
8:00am Monsignor Patrick J. Caverly†
10:00am People of Our Parish

Sr. Jessica Zwarra†
12:00pm Amália Vilhan†
5:30pm Janice Lambert Pace†

MON, SEP 15
7:00 am DeceasedmembersNeblock/Roy/Manning families†
12:15pm Gavin Christman†

TUE, SEP 16
7:00am Special Intention
12:15pm Richard W. Burke Sr.†
7:00pm Pablo Agosto†

WED, SEP 17
7:00am Richard and Lenore Nardi†
12:15pm Nancy Anater†

THU, SEP 18
7:00am Mario Perez†
12:15pm Joe Casey†

FRI, SEP 19
7:00am Francisco Ting†
12:15pm Special Intention

SAT, SEP 20
8:00am Genevieve Marszalek†
5:00pm Cassie Keane†

SUN, SEP 21
8:00am Amália Vilhan†
10:00am People of Our Parish

Walter Sciamonte†
12:00pm Martha Curtis†
5:30pm Donald Sego†

Are you new to the Parish? Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
September 14, 2025

Visit our website to sign up for weekly
emails at www.annunciationorlando.org

Follow us on social
Instagram / FaceBook:
@annunciationorlando
YouTube: @annunciationcatholic

Mass Intentions

Flowers for the Altar
In loving memory of Dorothy Plant
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In SeptemberWe Remember
deceased priest from the Diocese of Orlando

For our relationship with all
of creation
Let us pray that, inspired by
Saint Francis, we might
experience our interdependence
with all creatures who are loved
by God and worthy of love and
respect.

Holy Father’s
Prayer Intentions

The Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, also
called the Triumph of the Cross, commemorates three
pivotal moments: the discovery of the True Cross in
326, its first exaltation for public veneration in 335, and
its recovery from the Persians in 628. Beyond these
events, the feast proclaims the transforming power of
Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross, which has brought
redemption to the whole world.

In 313, the Edict of Milan granted freedom of worship
throughout the Roman Empire. Soon after,
Constantine became sole ruler and, with his mother
Saint Helena, sought to honor the places of Christ’s
life. On pilgrimage to the Holy Land, Helena located
Mount Calvary and the tomb of Jesus, where three
crosses had been discarded. According to tradition,
the Cross of Christ was revealed when a dying woman
touched it and was healed. Constantine then built the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, dedicated on
September 13, 335. The following day, the Cross was
lifted high for the faithful to venerate—the first
“Exaltation.”

Centuries later, in 614, Persians seized Jerusalem and
carried away the Cross. After long campaigns,
Emperor Heraclius defeated them in 628 and returned
the relic to the Holy Sepulchre. From that time, the
Feast of the Holy Cross spread to Rome and then
throughout the Church, fixed on September 14.

Still, the true focus of this celebration is not relics or
history, but the mystery of salvation. The Cross, once a
cruel instrument of death, has become the supreme
sign of God’s love. By Christ’s sacrifice, suffering and
death were transformed into mercy, forgiveness, and
eternal life.

As disciples, we too are invited to let the Cross shape
our lives. Every hardship, injustice, or burden can be
united with Christ’s own suffering and become a
source of grace. Jesus’ words remind us: “Whoever
wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up
his cross, and follow me” (Matthew 16:24).

The Cross is not something to flee but to embrace.
When we open our wounds and struggles to Christ,
He transforms them—redeeming our suffering and
bearing fruit for God’s glory and the good of others.

Source of content: mycatholic.life

REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL

It was a wonderful WelcomeWeekend at
the parish!We had great treats after Mass
and a chance to stay and chat with new
families and enjoy some time together in
fellowship. Thank you to all of our volunteers!

Photo with some of the 38 OCIA
Candidates During the Rite of Welcome at
the 5pm Mass last weekend. Please
continue to pray for them on their faith
journey this year
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St JosephMen’s Group
Join us every Friday morning for Mass
at 7am in the Church, followed by great
coffee in the St. Gabriel

Life Center with a reflection on the readings
and prayer. We finish by 8am.
All men of the parish are welcome.
If you have any questions, please contact
Scott Stafstrom at 407-869-9472,
sstafstrom@annunciationorlando.org

GROW IN YOUR FAITH

The Kids
Bullet in

God Loves Us So Much...
The Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy
Cross, or Triumph of the Cross, remembers
three big events: when Saint Helena found
the Cross of Jesus, when it was first lifted up
for people to honor, and when it was
returned to Jerusalem after being taken
away. Today we celebrate it every year on
September 14.

Saint Helena, the mother of Emperor
Constantine, found the Cross in Jerusalem.
A sick woman was healed when she
touched it, showing it was truly the Cross of
Jesus. A church was built over the place
where Jesus died and rose, and the Cross
was lifted up for all to see.

This feast is not just about the wood of the
Cross, but about what Jesus did for us on it.
He turned the Cross from a tool of pain into
a sign of God’s great love.

Jesus asks us to carry our own crosses—our
struggles and problems—and give them to
Him. With Jesus, even our hardest times
can bring blessings and new life.

The Universal
Church celebrates
the Jubilee Year

2025 ~ the 2,025th
anniversary of the
Incarnation of our

Lord.
Visit www.annunciationorlando.org/hope
for more resources, links to information
about the Plenary Indulgence and updates
on events.

We have three Sacred Jubilee Sites in the
Diocese of Orlando:

St. James Cathedral
Basilica National Shrine Mary Queen of the
Universe
St. Paul Basilica in Daytona.

If you visit one of these sites or others around
the world, send us a photo of you or your group
by the designated door to Scott at
sstafstrom@annunciationorlando.org.

St Peter’s Basilica
Rome

Mary Queen of
the Universe
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Youth Choirs Register at www.annunciationorlando.org/childrens-choir

Youth Choirs meet on Mondays and have just started.
We encourage our middle and high school students to join the choir.

Service hours are available for this ministry.

Annunciation Music Ministry
SHARE YOUR MUSICAL TALENTS WITH YOUR FAITH COMMUNITY!

Annunciation Catholic Academy
We celebrated the canonization of Saint Carlo Acutis—the first
millennial saint! Known for using his love of technology to share
the beauty of the Eucharist and the Catholic faith, his legacy
continues to inspire. Our middle school House of Carlo Acutis
was especially excited to honor their patron saint!

407-774-2801 www.annunciationacademy.org

Annunciation Council of Catholic Women
All women of our parish are invited to inquire
about membership in the Council of Catholic
Women. The Council is comprised of five
circles who meet once a month either during
the day or evening for spiritual, service and
social enrichment to benefit charities as
needed.
Meet the members at our upcoming
Welcome Reception, where there will be
refreshments and door prizes. We are looking
forward to meeting you and sharing our
mission.
Date: Sunday, September 28
Time: 11:00am – 2:00pm
Place: St. Gabriel Life Center

Annunciation Council
of CatholicWomen

Join us for our next Adult Formation Study!

A Biblical Walk Through The Mass
by Edward Sri - 5 Sessions

Discover the Beauty and Riches of the Mass.
The Mass is nothing short of amazing. Through it, we
encounter God in the most intimate way possible as
we hear him speak to us in the Liturgy of the Word
and as we receive him Body and Blood, Soul and
Divinity in the Holy Eucharist.

Who
Facilitated by Fr. Matthew

When
Starting – Monday,
September 29th

Mondays @ 10:30am and
Tuesdays @ 5:30pm

Where
St Gabriel Life Center

There is no cost to register. Register at www.annunciationorlando.org/the-mass/

NEW - When the projected songs are also found in the hymnal,
we will post the number so you can follow along with the music.

Marriage Renewal - One Day Event - Sat., October 11th
Do you want to deepen your relationship with the
Lord and with your spouse? Do you want to find a

small faith community to help you grow?
Do you want better communication with those

you love most?
This day of recollection is for all couples married or
preparing for marriage, consisting of personal
testimony, theological reflection, and keynote talk by
a licensed marriage and family therapist on the topic
of communication. For those interested, we will also
be launching small faith groups for ongoing marriage
enrichment. The day starts with Mass at 8am in the
Church and then presentation and discussion in the
St. Gabriel Life Center until 1pm.

Save the Date! Registration Coming Soon!
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Eucharistic Adoration...
Find Peace in the LORD.

Visit annunciationorlando.org/adoration
to sign up to be a weekly adorer.

St. Anne’s Ministry of Moms is a social, spiritual, and
service organization. Our mission is to provide
support and fellowship to mothers as they face the
joys and challenges of motherhood. Our meetings
focus on faith, parenting, and building friendships
amongmothers and children.

Upcoming Meetings:
September 18th: Can Montessori keep our kids
Catholic? - Teaching the faith to our youngest,
with Catechesis of the Good Shepherd.Meeting
at 9:30am in the St. Gabriel Life Center. Natalie
Brown will be joining us to share her passion for
catechesis of young children and her experience
with Catechesis of the Good Shepherd!
September 25th: Playdate at Longwood Fire
Station at 10am. Please email us if you are
planning to attend!
October 2nd:Meeting in the Saint Gabriel Life
Center at 9:30am.
October 16th at 9:30am.We will have a special
guest speaker - Jen Settle - speaking on The
Power of Silence. Jen is a Consecrated Virgin in
the Diocese of Orlando. She has been a staff
member at the Theology of the Body Institute in
Quarryville, Pennsylvania since 2008, where she
currently serves as the Director of Ongoing
Formation.

CALLING ALL MOMS!

For more information about meetings, play dates and
other functions this Fall please contact us at our new
email: Stannesannunciation@gmail.com

The Power of Silence. How
can we hear the voice of the
Lord calling us when life is so
noisy? Participants will find
help in hearing the still, quiet
voice of the Lord and learn to
encounter Him powerfully in
silence.

In this special Mass, we will come together as a
compassionate community to lift up our prayers to God.
We pray for all individuals and families whose lives have
been impacted by suicide, seeking God’s comfort and
healing in their grief. We will also tenderly remember those
beloved souls we have lost to suicide, entrusting them to
God’s eternal mercy and love. Before Mass, the Diocesan
Book of Remembrance will be placed in the narthex of the
Basilica. We encourage you to inscribe the names of your
loved ones in the book, allowing us to hold them
collectively in our prayers during this powerful liturgy.

Flowers for the Altar
If you would like to help adorn the Sanctuary in
honor of a special event or deceased loved one
please call our Parish Office at 407-869-9472.
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ANNUNCIATION COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN

ST. THERESE OF
THE LITTLE FLOWER CIRCLE

PRESENTS ~ GARDEN PARTY
LUNCHEON & FASHION SHOW
Wednesday, September 24, 2025
HEATHROW COUNTRY CLUB

Doors open: 11:00 AM, Lunch: 11:30 AM
Fashions by: Em’z On Fifth

Door Prizes, Silent Auction, 50/50, $300
Money Tree.

Tickets: $45 – Proceeds Benef it our
Sponsored Charities

Cash or checks only. Checks payable to
Annunciation Catholic Church.

For reservations: Contact Rose DiSalvo,
Circle Chair. 407-562-7968 or email –

rose.disalvo@earthlink.net

LOVING AND SERVING OTHERS

Fall Festival
SAVE THE DATES
Our Fall Festival will be
held this year on
November 7-8, 2025

Secure the sponsorship spot that you want today.
All proceeds benefit local charities and families. Visit:
www.annunciationorlando.org/fallfestival

Jewelry items needed It's time to clean out
your jewelry box and consider donating
unwanted jewelry to the Fall Festival. In addition
to costume jewelry, we will be happy to take
broken gold and silver jewelry, one earring, etc.
For more information contact Sandy at
sandrabattaglia2@gmail.com

Great Grandma's Attic This area of the Festival,
located in the St. Gabriel Life Center, features
crystal, silver, china and other unique and gently
used items for sale to benefit our Fall Festival
charities. To donate please call Eve McBride at
772-607-0631 or email emcbride821@gmail.com
to discuss your items.

Seminole County Location:
600 North US 17-92 | Ste. 124 | Longwood, FL 32750
More information at www.shepherdshope.org

We have several build dates coming up in Sanford.
It is easy to sign-up and get involved and it is very
rewarding to work with the families that we are
serving. For more information visit

www.annunciationorlando.org/habitat

Habitat to Annunciation!
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The Saint Vincent DePaul truck will be here on
Thursday September 18th from 10 am until 1 pm.
The truck will be located in the North parking lot,
by the St.Gabriel Life Center We will be
collecting new and used clothing, small
appliances and small furniture. If you have any
large furniture please call the thrift store at 888-
986-4483 to arrange to have the furniture
picked up, free of charge from your home.

WEWILL NOT BE COLLECTING
ANY FOOD ITEMS AT THIS
TIME. Thank you!

Through your generous support of St. Vincent de Paul, we have been able to provide homework
help and summer enrichment to students living in transitional housing at the Altamonte Inn and
Suites (formerly the Remington Inn) on Douglas Avenue since 2014.

What is the best way to prevent homeless children from becoming homeless adults?
Education!

If you are interested in helping these students reach for a better tomorrow, contact Lynda at
407-494-1123 or svdp@annunciationorlando.org You do not need to be a certified teacher to
make a difference. If you are not already cleared, you will have to complete the Safe Environment
requirements for the Diocese, which will be provided free to you. We will begin on September
8th. We provide help Monday through Thursday from 3:30pm-5:30pm on the days that school is
in session. No amount of time you have is too small!

Pope Pius XI wrote that Augustine was a man "to the likes of whom almost no one, or certainly very few, can be
compared of all those who have lived since the beginning of the human race until today." The learned Patrologist
B. Altaner, is even more effusive: "The great bishop united in himself the creative energy of Tertullian and the
breadth of spirit of Origen with the ecclesiastical sensitivity of Cyprian; the dialectical acumen of Aristotle with the
soaring idealism and speculation of Plato; the practical sense of the Latins with the spiritual sensitivity of the
Greeks. He was the greatest philosopher of the patristic era and, without doubt, the most important and
influential theologian of the Church in general. Since his own times, his works have found enthusiastic admirers."
(Note: A patrologist is a theologian who specializes in study of the works of the Church Fathers.)
St. Augustine was demanding of himself in ascetical matters, and according to one writer "he was marked by a
moderate yet austere asceticism." He humbly acknowledged his errors, and was dedicated to study, prayer, and
contemplation. As a pastor and bishop, he defined himself as "servant of Christ and servant of the servants of
Christ." (Letter 117). He made himself completely available for the needs of his people and to the Church in her
struggles and problems. "I do not want to be saved without you," he said to his people. (Sermon 17).
"Lord, renew in your church the spirit you gave St. Augustine. Filled with this spirit, may we thirst for you alone as
the fountain of wisdom and seek you as the source of eternal love."

St. Augustine, Bishop and Doctor – August 28 - Part 2
Augustine took up monastic life, and decided to return to Hippo, Africa. There, he reluctantly
accepted ordination to the priesthood at the age of 36. He continued his monastic life while
studying theology and beginning his apostolate of preaching. Five years later, he became the
bishop of Hippo. His activity of the following years was prodigious. He preached often, cared for the
poor and orphans, took personal interest in the formation of clergy, established monasteries for
men and women, visited the sick, wrote numerous letters and theological treatises, and settled
theological controversies.

Community Food Distribution
In partnership with The Sharing Center and Second
Harvest. Friday, September 19th. Distribution is from
10:30am to 12noon (or until the food runs out) on our
campus. There will be fresh produce, frozen protein
and pantry staples. Please share with any families in
need. Thank you!
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Please contact our Society of
St.Vincent dePaul at
407-215-7669 or by email:
svdp@annunciationorlando.org

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
We look forward to welcoming your child into our
family at Annunciation Catholic Church!
For information regarding the Sacrament of
Baptism for Children, please contact the Parish
Office at 407-869-9472.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Experience the joy of forgiveness…
If it has been a while since you have been to
Confession, do not be afraid! The Priest will guide
you through this Sacrament of healing. Visit
www.annunciationorlando.org/reconciliation.

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION
Receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit…
For information regarding the Sacrament of
Confirmation for youth, please contact our Faith
Formation for Children and Youth at 407-869-9472.
If you are an adult in need of the Sacrament of
Confirmation, please contact our Adult Faith
Formation Office at 407-869-9472.

SACRAMENT OFMARRIAGE
…and the two shall become as one. Mark 10:8
For information regarding the Sacrament of
Marriage, please contact the Parish Office at
407-869-9472 at least six months prior to your
anticipated wedding date.

VOCATIONS
…I have called you by name. Isaiah 43:1
Do you feel called to Priesthood or Religious Life?
We look forward to speaking with you. Please
contact our Clergy at 407-869-9472.

HOSPITAL VISITATION
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Are you or a loved one in need of healing?
If you or someone in your family is in need of the
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, please
contact the Parish Office at 407-869-9472. In case
of emergency or if you or a family member are in
the hospital, please contact the Parish Office to
receive a pastoral visit.

INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC?
Nowmay be the time… and this may be the place!
For more information on the journey of Christian
Initiation, please contact one of our priests or
deacons or call our Parish Office.

ANNULMENTS
Questions about divorce and re-Marriage?
For information regarding Annulments, please
contact Jody North at 407-215-7639.

Bulletin Information
Please call Scott Stafstrom at 407-869-9472 or
email: sstafstrom@annunciationorlando.org.
Bulletin advertising, please call Diocesan
Publications at 800-292-9111.

In need of assistance?

Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday from 9am to 5pm.
Sundays from 9am to 12noon

Book & Gift Store Hours
Mon. to Fri.: 10:30am – 5pm.
Sat.: 4:30-5pm; 6-6:30pm, Sun.: 9am-1:30pm.

For more information please call our
Parish Office at 407-869-9472 or email
info@annunciationorlando.org

Clergy
Very Rev. Matthew Hawkins, V.F. ................ Pastor
Rev. Mark Librizzi .......................... Parochial Vicar
Rev. Stephen Baumann............................... Retired
Rev. Augustine Clark.................................... Retired
Rev. William Gohring.................................... Retired
Deacon Joe Gassman............ Permanent Deacon
Deacon Pete Pronko ............ Permanent Deacon
Deacon Bryan Zornik ............ Permanent Deacon

Administration/Finance/Facilities
Mark Comia......................... Operations & Finance
Greg Dessert.............................. Facilities Director
Nanci O’Reilly................................. Office Manager
Sarah Dessert................................ Records & Data
Allison Khan.................................. Office Assistant
Patti Murphy.................................... Administration
Scott Stafstrom........................... Communications
Peggy Dobrowolski......................... Food Outreach
Mathew Novaes..................................Maintenance
Jack Harrison............................................... Security
Terri Becher................. Book Store: 407-215-7666

Annunciation Academy 407-774-2801
Misty Merritt............................................... Principal

Annunciation Pre-School 407-869-9404
Nazly Cabral................................................ Director

Evangelization & Faith Formation
Vicki Ridgeway................Elementary / 1 Eucharistst

Michele McCullough.... Faith Formation Assistant
Jody North....... Baptism,Marriage Preparation/

Annulment Advocate

Liturgy and Worship
Mary Ann Fox ............................ Director of Liturgy
Mark McCabe ............................ Director of Music
Joan Braun ....................Music & Liturgy Assistant
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VA ACCREDITED ATTORNEY
JODI E. MURPHY, ESQ. MICHELLE A. BERGLUND-HARPER, ESQ.

VA ACCREDITED ATTORNEY
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John M. Sprinkle, Licensed General Contractor CGC1509084

321-256-1211       www.ktsconsultants.com

Parishioner

General Contractor 
Commercial 
& Residential

Doctor Phillips    |   Lake Mary

Clermont    |    College ParkIK
407-260-2800FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
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