
info@annunciationorlando.org
www.annunciationorlando.org

Phone: 407-869-9472 Fax: 407-869-4661
1020 Montgomery Rd., Altamonte Springs, FL 32714

December 21, 2025 ~ Fourth Sunday of Advent

Welcome to Our Parish!



MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 5pm
Sunday: 8am, 10am, 12pm, 5:30pm
Daily Masses
Monday - Friday: 7am & 12:15pm / Saturday: 8am
Tuesday: 7pm (Spanish)

RECONCILIATION
Tuesdays at 10:30am by RSVP on our home page.
Saturdays from 3:30 to 4:30pm. (no rsvp needed)

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Monday through Friday from 8am (after the 7am
Mass) until 7pm in the Chapel of the Angels.
Adoration closes for the 12:15pm Mass.

Praying for our Recently Deceased
†Estella Balsarsa
†Dan Darcy
†Mary Carter
†Lucille Batista
†Samuel Niemiec
†Deacon Donald Boland
†Thomas Bychinski
†Giovanni Nuzzo-Vigliotti
†Debbie Dubaj

Readings for Next Weekend
Feast of the Holy Family
First Reading: Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14
Psalm: Psalm 128:1-2, 3, 4-5.
Second Reading: Colossians 3:12-21 or 3:12-17
Gospel: Mt 2:13-15, 19-23

You can complete the registration
form on our website or visit our
Parish Office. Click on the QR code
for a direct link to the form.

Are you interested in registering at our Parish?

Baptisms - Welcome!
Lorenzo Balocchi Suarez

Important updates for our Adoration Schedule:
Eucharistic Adoration in the Chapel of the Angels
will close

Monday, December 22 at 12:15 p.m. and remain
closed until Monday, December 29 after the
12:15pm Mass.
We will close again at 5pm on Wednesday,
December 31 and remain closed until, Monday,
January 5, 2026 with our regular schedule.

Offertory and Online Giving.
Thank you for continuing to
support our Parish.
Visit our Online giving portal.
Click on the QR Code: or visit
www.annunciationorlando.org/online-giving

SAT, DEC 20
8:00am Louis Davison†
5:00pm Hely Dalida†

SUN, DEC 21
8:00am Lisa Perkins and Nina McCoy†
10:00am People of Our Parish

Kamran Bahrami†
12:00pm Scott Gabriel†
5:30pm Esteban and Tila Medina†

MON, DEC 22
7:00 am Special Intention
12:15pm Thomas and Joan Guinane†

TUE, DEC 23
7:00am Carroll Hyllen†
12:15pm Kevin Frater†

WED, DEC 24
9:00am JohnWilliam Vogel†
9:00am Phil and Al Piche†
4:00pm Amelia Feinberg†
4:00pm John H. Heath†
7:00pm Margaret Yohman†
9:00pm Gary Burkey†
12:00am Pete and Berta Halpern†
12:00am Daniel Saylor†

THU, DEC 25
10:00am Nasrin Bahrami†
12:00am People of the Parish†

FRI, DEC 26
9:00am Pat Wilkie†

Joseph and Mary Deegan†

SAT, DEC 27
8:00am Laura Marini†
5:00pm Isagani Sabino†

SUN, DEC 28
8:00am Guillermo Sanchez†
10:00am People of Our Parish

Brock Mavity†
12:00pm Ruth Myers†
5:30pm Carroll Goldstein†

Are you new to the Parish? Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 21, 2025Visit our website to sign up for weekly

emails at www.annunciationorlando.org
Follow us on social
Instagram / FaceBook:
@annunciationorlando
YouTube: @annunciationcatholic

Mass Intentions
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“When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the
Lord had commanded him and took his wife into
his home.”

This past Tuesday, we heard from Matthew’s gospel
a parable of two brothers. Both were asked to go
and work in the field - the first refused, but
eventually went to work, while the second agreed
to go out but did not follow through. In this final
stretch before we reach the Nativity of Jesus, an
invitation is put before us to consider the ways in
which we respond to what is asked of us.

We hear that Joseph is a righteous man, unwilling
to expose Mary to shame. He is a man who knows
the law and follows it, but desires to show
compassion rather than judgment on Mary. What
must Joseph have felt in that moment, knowing
that his betrothed was with child and that the child
was not his? In a homily from St. John Chrysostom
on this passage, he says this: “For neither when he
suspected something painful or amiss could he
endure to keep the Virgin with him; nor yet, after he
was freed from this suspicion, could he bear to cast
her out, but he rather keeps her with him, and
ministers to the whole Dispensation.”

We see in Joseph a model of virtue that we should
desire to emulate. When he was hurt over Mary’s
pregnancy outside of their marriage, he was not
vindictive but compassionate. When he learned of
the nature of her pregnancy, and God’s desire for
him to take her into his house, he took decisive
action. He embraced her as his wife and became
the caregiver of both Mary and her yet unborn son,
Jesus. Joseph knew the direction that God was
calling him to walk and went - he answered yes
both in word and action, unlike the brothers from
Jesus’ story who gave their yes through word or
action, not both.

In this final period of Advent, consider the ways in
which God may be calling you to live out this yes.
This is a time to recommit to and repair
relationships, to share your joy and love with those
who are in great need. There are many in our world
now who God wants to reach through our actions -
let us be decisive as Joseph was. Let us not just say
yes with our mouths but through the way we live.

Soon the birth of Jesus will be here and we eagerly
await his coming. Let us do what we can to ensure
that our hearts are open to receiving him in all the
ways he desires to make himself present to us. May
God bless you!

by Seminarian, Joshua Theisen

For Christians in areas of
conflict Let us pray that
Christians living in areas of
war or conflict, especially in
the Middle East, might be
seeds of peace, reconciliation,
and hope.

Holy Father’s
Prayer Intentions

REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL

Christmas and New Year’s Schedule
Wed., December 24 - Christmas Eve
Daily Mass - 9am only (no 7am or 12:15pm)
Christmas Eve Masses at 4pm**, 7pm *,
9pm and 12midnight**

Thu., December 25 - Christmas
Masses at 10am** and 12noon

* Interpreted for the deaf
** Incense will be used

Fri., December 26 - Please note: Daily
Mass at 9am only.

Sun., December 28 - Feast of the Holy
Family

Wed., December 31 - Mary the Mother
of God Vigil - 5:30pm. Daily Mass will
be at 7am and 12:15pm

Thu., January 1 - Mary the Mother of
God - 10am and 12noon Mass
(no 7am Mass) Holy Day of Obligation

Fri., January 2 - Please note: Daily
Mass at 9am only.

Parish Office and Bookstore Christmas
and New Year’s Schedule
The Parish office will be closed from December
24 to December 29 and then from January 2 to
January 5.

The Book & Gift Store will be closed on
December 24 and will reopen January 5.
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Open House
Nov. 2nd

Earlier this week, Jesus told a story about
two brothers. Both were asked to work.
One said “no” but later went to help. The
other said “yes” but did not go. Jesus was
teaching us that it is important to do
what we say we will do.

Joseph shows us how to say “yes” to God.
He was a good and kind man. When he
found out that Mary was going to have a
baby, he did not get angry. He did not
want to embarrass her. He wanted to be
gentle and loving.

Then an angel spoke to Joseph in a
dream. The angel told him that the baby
was from God. Joseph trusted God. When
he woke up, he listened right away. He
took Mary into his home and cared for
her. He also cared for baby Jesus.

Joseph didn’t just say “yes” with his words.
He said “yes” with his actions. He did what
God asked, even when it was hard.

During Advent, we get ready for Jesus.
God asks us to love others, to forgive, and
to help people in need. We can be like
Joseph by saying “yes” and then doing
good things.

We will be celebrating the birth of Jesus
soon. Let us open our hearts to Him. Let
us welcome Him with love.

Book & Gift Store Hours
Mon. to Fri.: 10:30am –
5pm,
Sat.: 4:30-5pm;
6-6:30pm
Sun.: 9am-1:30pm.

Advent gifts and
candles in stock!

Oplatek wafers in stock
now too.

Holy Bible – The Great
Adventure Catholic
Bible, Second Edition.
Limited number of
copies available for sale
in the Bookstore.

How can we pray for you?
Everyday life can be challenging
and we want to pray for your
intentions. We will pray for each
specific intention that you submit.
Submit your intentions at:

www.annunciationorlando.org/
prayer-intentions

GROW IN YOUR FAITH

The Kids
Bullet in

How to Say
Yes to God

Do you have questions about the
Catholic Faith?
Have you been away from the Church... or do
you just want to learn more about your faith?
Were you raised in another faith or maybe not
raised in any faith, but feel called to
something deeper? Our next session is on
Tue., January 13 at 7pm in the Nazareth
Center. For more information, please contact
Vicki Ridgeway at 407-869-9472 or
vridgeway@annunciationorlando.org

th

Visit www.AnnunciationJoy.org to see a
list of Acts of Joy for Youth! Help us
reach 5,000 Acts of Joy!

E li hi k J
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Advent, Christmas and New Year’s Calendar

Forgiven: The Transforming Power of
Confession explores the grace and
healing offered in Confession and shows
how this sacrament of mercy reveals the
depth and bounty of God’s love. By
looking at God’s revelation of his mercy
in Scripture and making a step-by-step
examination of the Rite itself, Forgiven
communicates God’s invitation to each
one of us to come experience his
indescribable love in the Sacrament of
Reconciliation.

Who : Facilitated by Fr Matthew
When : January 12 to February 10, 2026
Mon. @ 10:30am and Tue. @ 5:30pm
Where : St Gabriel Life Center
Register : Coming Soon!

Wednesday, Dec. 31 - Mary the Mother of God Vigil - 5:30pm
Thursday, January 1 - Mary the Mother of God - Holy Day of Obligation - 10am 12noon Mass
January 2 - Please note: Daily Mass at 9am only.

 
Our Living Rosary
and Songs of Mary
Concert was
beautiful. We are
looking forward to
hearing our choirs
before each of our
Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day
Masses. Come early
and enjoy!
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Annunciation Catholic Academy is looking for a
dedicated and reliable Cafeteria Food Service
individual. Applicants must enjoy working in a
school setting and provide a positive meal
experience for students, staff, and volunteers.
This is a part-time position that follows the
school year calendar. Work shifts are Monday
through Friday. Contact Monica Day at
daym@annunciationacademy.org

summarize the process of attaining union with God, but perhaps it could be put in this way: If one wants to
save one's life, one must first lose it in God through a spirit of abandonment and self-denial.
The spirit of John's writings and life are captured in this following excerpt from a spiritual canticle which we
read in the days Office of Readings: "Though holy doctors have uncovered many mysteries and wonders,
and devout souls have understood them in this earthly condition of ours, yet the greater part still remains to
be unfolded by them and even to be understood by them. We must then dig deeply in Christ. He is like a
rich mine with many pockets containing treasures: however deep we dig, we will never find their end nor
their limit. Indeed, in every pocket new seams of fresh riches are discovered on all sides."
"Would that men might come at least to see that it is quite impossible to reach the thicket of the riches and
wisdom of God except by first entering the thicket of much suffering, in such a way that the soul finds there
its consolation and desire. The soul that longs for divine wisdom chooses first, and in truth, to enter the
thicket of the cross." (Cf. 2nd Reading, Liturgy of the Hours).
One of the great mystics of all time, St. John of the Cross was canonized in 1726, and in 1926 Pope Pius XI
proclaimed him a Doctor (Teacher) of the Church.

St. John of the Cross, Priest, Doctor – December 14th
The spirituality of John of the Cross was centered on the experience of the Cross. Union with
God is achieved through a rigorous discipline, abandonment to God and purification of the
will and of the senses. He explains his personal spiritual odyssey in his writings, especially in
The Ascent to Mount Carmel, but more so in The Dark Night of the Soul. It is difficult to
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LOVE AND SERVE OTHERS
Visit www.annunciationjoy.org.

We are over 3,000 Acts of Joy!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com7
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Please contact our Society of
St.Vincent dePaul at
407-215-7669 or by email:
svdp@annunciationorlando.org

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
We look forward to welcoming your child into our
family at Annunciation Catholic Church!
For information regarding the Sacrament of
Baptism for Children, please contact the Parish
Office at 407-869-9472.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Experience the joy of forgiveness…
If it has been a while since you have been to
Confession, do not be afraid! The Priest will guide
you through this Sacrament of healing. Visit
www.annunciationorlando.org/reconciliation.

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION
Receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit…
For information regarding the Sacrament of
Confirmation for youth, please contact our Faith
Formation for Children and Youth at 407-869-9472.
If you are an adult in need of the Sacrament of
Confirmation, please contact our Adult Faith
Formation Office at 407-869-9472.

SACRAMENT OFMARRIAGE
…and the two shall become as one. Mark 10:8
For information regarding the Sacrament of
Marriage, please contact the Parish Office at
407-869-9472 at least six months prior to your
anticipated wedding date.

VOCATIONS
…I have called you by name. Isaiah 43:1
Do you feel called to Priesthood or Religious Life?
We look forward to speaking with you. Please
contact our Clergy at 407-869-9472.

HOSPITAL VISITATION
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Are you or a loved one in need of healing?
If you or someone in your family is in need of the
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, please
contact the Parish Office at 407-869-9472. In case
of emergency or if you or a family member are in
the hospital, please contact the Parish Office to
receive a pastoral visit.

INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC?
Nowmay be the time… and this may be the place!
For more information on the journey of Christian
Initiation, please contact one of our priests or
deacons or call our Parish Office.

ANNULMENTS
Questions about divorce and re-Marriage?
For information regarding Annulments, please
contact Jody North at 407-215-7639.

Bulletin Information
Please call Scott Stafstrom at 407-869-9472 or
email: sstafstrom@annunciationorlando.org.
Bulletin advertising, please call Diocesan
Publications at 800-292-9111.

In need of assistance?

Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday from 9am to 5pm.
Sundays from 9am to 12noon

Book & Gift Store Hours
Mon. to Fri.: 10:30am – 5pm.
Sat.: 4:30-5pm; 6-6:30pm, Sun.: 9am-1:30pm.

For more information please call our
Parish Office at 407-869-9472 or email
info@annunciationorlando.org

Clergy
Very Rev. Matthew Hawkins, V.F. ................ Pastor
Rev. Mark Librizzi .......................... Parochial Vicar
Rev. Stephen Baumann............................... Retired
Rev. Augustine Clark.................................... Retired
Rev. William Gohring.................................... Retired
Deacon Joe Gassman............ Permanent Deacon
Deacon Pete Pronko ............ Permanent Deacon
Deacon Bryan Zornik ............ Permanent Deacon

Administration/Finance/Facilities
Mark Comia......................... Operations & Finance
Greg Dessert.............................. Facilities Director
Nanci O’Reilly................................. Office Manager
Sarah Dessert................................ Records & Data
Allison Khan.................................. Office Assistant
Patti Murphy.................................... Administration
Scott Stafstrom........................... Communications
Peggy Dobrowolski......................... Food Outreach
Mathew Novaes..................................Maintenance
Jack Harrison............................................... Security
Terri Becher................. Book Store: 407-215-7666

Annunciation Academy 407-774-2801
Misty Merritt............................................... Principal

Annunciation Pre-School 407-869-9404
Nazly Cabral................................................ Director

Evangelization & Faith Formation
Vicki Ridgeway............Director of Faith Formation
Michele McCullough.... Faith Formation Assistant
Josie Brown.................. Faith Formation Assistant
Madeline White................................. Youth Ministry
Jody North....... Baptism,Marriage Preparation/

Annulment Advocate

Liturgy and Worship
Mary Ann Fox ............................ Director of Liturgy
Mark McCabe ............................ Director of Music
Joan Braun ....................Music & Liturgy Assistant
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VA ACCREDITED ATTORNEY

JODI E. MURPHY, ESQ. MICHELLE A. BERGLUND-HARPER, ESQ.
VA ACCREDITED ATTORNEY
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Joseph Bert, CFP®, AIF® Aaron Bert, CFP®, AIF®

1111 Douglas Ave

Altamonte Springs, FL 32714

407.869.9800

Complimentary

Consultation
Financial Planning · Investment Planning

Retirement Planning · Social Security Planning

Financial Planning and Asset Management offered by Certified Avisory Corp.

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards, Inc. owns the certification mark CFP®.

www.FinancialGroup.com

John M. Sprinkle, Licensed General Contractor CGC1509084

321-256-1211       www.ktsconsultants.com

Parishioner

General Contractor 
Commercial 
& Residen½al

29292929292929

407-260-2800FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
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