
info@annunciationorlando.org
www.annunciationorlando.org

Phone: 407-869-9472 Fax: 407-869-4661
1020 Montgomery Rd., Altamonte Springs, FL 32714

March 8, 2026 ~ Third Sunday of Lent
Welcome to Our Parish!

“I f you knew the gi f t of God
and who is saying to you,

‘Give me a drink, ‘
you would have asked him
and he would have given you

l iv ing water .”
John 4:10



MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 5pm
Sunday: 8am, 10am, 12pm, 5:30pm
Daily Masses
Monday - Friday: 7am & 12:15pm / Saturday: 8am
Tuesday: 7pm (Spanish)

RECONCILIATION
Tuesdays at 10:30am by RSVP on our home page.
Saturdays from 3:30 to 4:30pm. (no rsvp needed)

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Monday through Friday from 8am (after the 7am
Mass) until 7pm in the Chapel of the Angels.
Adoration closes for the 12:15pm Mass.

Readings for Next Weekend
Fourth Sunday of Lent
First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a
Psalm: Psalm 23: 1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6
Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14
Gospel: John 9:1-41

You can complete the registration
form on our website or visit our
Parish Office. Click on the QR code
for a direct link to the form.

Are you interested in registering at our Parish?

Recently Deceased
†Sandra Merrel †Leona Watson
†Carol Dorsey †Elba Mercedes Guere
†Patrick Mastronardo †Jerry Pierce
†Austin Howard †Caleb Kukuk
†Joan Di Pasqua

Baptisms - Welcome!
Atticus Lincoln Esparza
Lazarus Ashton Esparza
Lucille Evangeline Esparza
Theodore Andrew Esparza
Rosalie Russo

Offertory and Online Giving.
Thank you for continuing to
support our Parish.
Visit our Online giving portal.
Click on the QR Code: or visit
www.annunciationorlando.org/online-giving

SAT, MAR 7
8:00am Eddie and Jean Faicco†
5:00pm Joann Fitzpatrick†

SUN, MAR 8
8:00am Henry and Shirley Seromik †
10:00am People of Our Parish

Patrick Sheeran†
12:00pm Paul Linsenmayer†
5:30pm Tom Dearth†

MON, MAR 9
7:00 am Thomas Murphy Jr.†
12:15pm Leonard Simone†

TUE, MAR 10
7:00am Pat Sheeran†
12:15pm Souls in Purgatory†
7:00pm Spanish Mass

WED, MAR 11
7:00am Mary Suplick†
12:15pm Marvin Klein†

THU, MAR 12
7:00am Pearl Suplick†
12:15pm Hong Thi Nguyen†

FRI, MAR 13
7:00am Matt Holmes†
12:15pm Laxmi Molina†

SAT, MAR 14
8:00am Florence Archer†
5:00pm Betty Schrader†

SUN, MAR 15
8:00am Ralph and Margie Klipfel†
10:00am People of Our Parish

Margaret Yohman†
12:00pm Edith Mohabeer†
5:30pm TomMurphy Sr.†

Are you new to the Parish? Third Sunday of Lent
March 8, 2026Visit our website to sign up for weekly

emails at www.annunciationorlando.org
Follow us on social
Instagram / FaceBook:
@annunciationorlando
YouTube: @annunciationcatholic

Mass Intentions

For disarmament and peace
Let us pray that nations move
toward effective disarmament,
particularly nuclear
disarmament, and that world
leaders choose the path of
dialogue and diplomacy instead
of violence.

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions
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Thank you for your generosity. As of
2/30 we have $328,023 in pledges
toward our parish goal of $743,109.
Part ic ipation: 338 of 4141 (8 .2%)

To donate, v is it
www.ourcathol icappeal .org

Ref lect ion on the Gospel
Today, we are given the beauti ful story of
Jesus ' encounter with the Samaritan
woman at Jacob's Well . Jesus is rest ing by
the wel l when a Samaritan woman
approaches at noon, during the heat of the
day, most l ikely to avoid the scorn of other
women who looked down on her. Jesus
then does something that greatly surprises
her : He asks her for a drink of water.

Jews used nothing in common with
Samaritans, yet Jesus was wil l ing to drink
f rom her utensi l . When she questioned
Him, Jesus responded, " I f you knew the gift
of God and who is saying to you, 'Give me a
drink ,' you would have asked him and he
would have given you l iv ing water."

The "l iv ing water" Jesus desired to give was
the spir itual gift of grace to renew and
ref resh her soul . His divine eyes saw her
spir itual hunger, and His compassion
moved Him to f ree her f rom her burdens.

Why would Jesus bring up her humil iat ing
situation—f ive fai led marriages and now
liv ing with a man who was not her
husband? Because she had clearly been
searching for ful f i l lment her whole l i fe , left
dry and thirsty. By speaking this way, Jesus
lets her know He sees her completely, loves
her, and longs to satisfy the longing she
has carried for so long. He does not judge
or condemn; He invites her to f reedom.
Overjoyed, she left her water jar behind—
symboliz ing she was no longer spir itual ly
thirsty—and told the townspeople, "Come
see a man who told me everything I have
done. Could he possibly be the Christ?"

Each of us needs to see ourselves in this
woman. The gui lt of hidden sins weighs us
down and leaves us thirsty. I f we identi fy
with her, we can expect the same
compassion f rom Jesus. Too often we hide
our sins—just i fy ing, downplaying, or
ignoring them. Freedom only comes by
al lowing our Lord to reveal our sins , facing
them, and encountering God's abundant
mercy.

Don't run f rom your past—conf ront it ,
confess it , and receive the l iv ing water of
mercy. The hol ier you become, the more
clearly you wil l see even your smallest s ins .
That is good and necessary i f we want to be
healed by God. Let shame and gui lt
diss ipate within His abundant mercy so
that , l ike this woman, you wil l know that
God sees you through and through—and
loves you despite your sin.

Source: MyCathol icLi fe

We had a great tournout for our Soup
and Stations on Friday, February 27 .
Proceeds from ticket sales of $1260

were donated to our Parish Food Drive!

t h

Save the date for our next Soup and
Stations, on Friday, March 27 . We

wil l have a l ink to purchase tickets next
weekend. Natures ’s Table wil l be
providing three del ic ious soups

start ing at 5pm in the St . Gabriel Li fe
Center , fol lowed by Stations of the

Cross at 7pm in the Church

t h
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Return to the Fundamenta l
Quest ions of Fa i th

Faci l i tated by Fr . August ine Clark
Wednesdays at 11 :15am in the Church

March 11 - The Problem of Evi l .
March 18 - The Chal lenge of Atheism.
March 25 - Rel ig ious Exp. & Miracles .

No regist rat ion needed.

Faci l i tated by Fr . Matthew
Mondays at 10:30am or Tuesdays at
5:30pm from February 16 to March 24

in the St . Gabriel Li fe Center
Wil l You Fol low Jesus to Calvary?

Fi lmed on locat ion in the Holy Land,
No Greater Love is a bibl ical p i lgr image
that reveals Chr ist ’s amazing love for us .
Best-sel l ing author Edward Sr i guides
you through the last hours of Chr ist ’s
l i fe . You wi l l walk step-by-step with
Jesus from the garden of Gethsemane

to Mount Calvary .
No Registrat ion is necessary .

Stat ions of the Cross
in the Church

March 13 - 11am and 7pm

March 20 - 7pm

March 27 - 7pm

Return to me with
your whole heart . .

Joel 2 : 12

Return to the Lord in the
Sacrament of Reconci l iat ion

Wednesday, March 11 - 6 :30pm
Fr iday, March 13 - 11am & 7pm
Saturday, March 14 - 3 :30pm
Wednesday, March 18 - 6 :30pm
Saturday, March 21 - 3 :30pm
Monday, March 23 - 6 :30pm
Saturday, March 28 - 3 :30pm

Confess ion t imes are for one hour .
Confess ion by appointment is
ava i lable on Tuesdays at 10 :30am -
www.annunciat ionor lando.org/rsvp

Lent provides many opportunit ies
to Return to the Lord in prayer ,
repentance and love. Vis i t :
www.annunciat ionorlando.org/Lent

Lenten Penance Services
at nearby Parishes

St . Mary Magdalen - March 9 at 7pm
Most Precious Blood - March 11 at 7pm
St. August ine - March 19 at 6:30pm
Nativ ity - March 25 at 7pm
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Pray40 — Journey
Together in Prayer
This Lent , our par ish inv i tes
you to jo in Hal low’s Lent
Pray40 prayer chal lenge,
beginning on Ash Wednesday,
February 18 . Avai lable on our
par ish page in the Hal low app
— with or without a
subscr ipt ion — Lent Pray40 is
an opportuni ty for our ent i re
par ish community to journey
together in dai ly prayer and
ref lect ion throughout Lent .

A Kids’ Lent Challenge i s a lso
avai lable on our par ish page
start ing on Ash Wednesday,
offer ing famil ies with chi ldren
an engaging and meaningful
way to exper ience Lent
together .
As a par ish partnered with
Hal low, our par ish page is a
place to jo in prayer
chal lenges, share prayer
intent ions , and connect more
deeply with our par ish family .

Fast ing and Abst inence
Fast ing is to be observed on
Ash Wednesday and Good
Fr iday by al l 18 years of age
and older who have not yet
celebrated thei r 59th bi r thday .
On a fast day one ful l meal is
al lowed. Two other meals ,
suff ic ient to mainta in strength ,
may be taken according to
each one’s needs, but together
they should not equal another
ful l meal . Abst inence is
observed on Ash Wednesday,
Good Fr iday and on al l other
Fr idays of Lent by al l 14 years
of age and older . On days of
abst inence no meat is al lowed.
Remember : I f your heal th or
your abi l i ty to work would be
ser iously affected, fast ing or
abst inence does not apply . I f in
doubt please speak with one of
our Pr iests or Deacons .

scan the code to jo in the prayer
chal lenge

Time - Talent - Treasure

www.annunciat ionorlando.org/Lent

Thank you for your generosity in
our Food Drive Last weekend! It
was one of biggest responses in
food and general donations that
we have had. Your donations wil l
posit ively impact many famil ies
in need in our community!

Celebrat ing al l of our volunteers for
our picnic this weekend and the
teens that continue to show up and
serve. Photos below from our last
soup night . Thank you1
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Questions? Contact Madeline White, Youth Minister
407-869-9472 or mgwhite@annunciationorlando.org

One day, Jesus was sitting by a well. He
was tired and thirsty. A woman came to
get some water. Jesus asked her, "Can I
have a drink of water?"

This surprised her. Jesus and the woman
were from different groups of people
who did not talk to each other. But
Jesus was kind to her anyway.

Jesus told her, "I can give you special
water. If you drink it, you will never be
thirsty again." He was not talking about
regular water. He meant something
even better - God's love filling up your
heart.

Jesus knew that the woman had made a
lot of bad choices in her life. She felt sad
and ashamed. But Jesus did not yell at
her or say mean things. He was gentle
and kind. He wanted her to feel better.

The woman was so happy after talking
to Jesus! She forgot all about her water
jar and ran to tell everyone in town. She
said, "Come meet a man who knows
everything about me! Could He be the
one God promised to send us?"

We are all like that woman. Sometimes
we do things that are wrong, and it
makes us feel sad inside. But Jesus
knows everything we have done - and
He loves us anyway!

We do not need to hide the bad things
we have done. We can tell Jesus we are
sorry. When we do, He fills our hearts
with His love. That love is like a big drink
of cool water on a very hot day.

The Kids
Bullet in

Thirsty

After the 5:30 Mass on Sundays
in the Nazareth Center
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AWorldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend will
help you enjoy life with a new closeness to
each other and God. Sign up today to attend an
upcomingWorldwide Marriage Encounter
Weekend on April 17-19 in Titusville or July 31-Aug
2 in St Johns. For more information visit our
website at wwme.org or e-mail:
Applications@FLCN-wwme.org
Or contact Walt & Viv Paskowski
at waltviv.wwme@gmail.com.

The program is led by Dr. Curran and will meet
once a month from 6-7:30 pm in the St. Gabriel
Life Center. The program invites those who
mourn to accompany one another and to
meet Christ through scripture, prayer,
reflection, and simple activities that offer
comfort and help to foster healing and
spiritual growth. Please register by contacting
Jody North at jnorth@annunciationorlando.org.
Next Sessions: March 11th.

Do you have questions about the Catholic Faith?

Have you been away from the Church... or
do you just want to learn more about your
faith? Were you raised in another faith or
maybe not raised in any faith, but feel called
to something deeper? Join us for our next
Open Door Session on Tuesday, March
24th at 7pm in the Nazareth Center.
For more information, please contact
Vicki Ridgeway at 407-869-9472 or
vridgeway@annunciationorlando.org

Meeting: March 26 at 9:30am in
the St. Gabriel Life Center.
Fr. Zachary Parker will be joining
us to discuss “Receiving more
from Confession.”
For more information, email us at
stannesministry@gmail.com.

Please join us for our
upcoming meetings and
activities:

“Seasons of Hope”
is a unique grief
support program
for Catholics that
focuses on the
spiritual side of
grieving the death
of a loved one.

Long Sleeve Shirt Campaign
Donate long-sleeve shirts at our next St. Vincent DePaul
Truck Day on March 19 or in the designated collection
box at the St. Gabriel Life Center. We are seeking clean,
gently used or newmen’s and women’s cotton long-
sleeve shirts for field workers. Harsh conditions,
weather exposure, and frequent washing create a
constant need. Long sleeves help protect workers from
insect bites and stings, as well as crop sprays.

Vacation Bible School - June 8-12
Rainforest Falls- Exploring the Nature of God
Step through the mist into Rainforest Falls,
overflowing with wild waterfalls, towering trees, and
colorful creatures. Beneath a canopy of chattering
birds and howling monkeys, kids plunge into a lifelong
adventure of discovering the nature of God. They'll
explore what it means to be rooted in relationship
with God, their creator, a safe place in life's storms.

REGISTRATIONWILL OPEN ON MARCH 9th.
Youth and Adult volunteers: Youth volunteers must
be at least a rising 6th grader. To submit your
application, visitwww.annunciationorlando.org/vbs

Camper registration for rising 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th
graders. The times for VBS are: 9am – 12 noon, Monday
– Thursday, 9am – 12:30pm on Friday. Cost: $65 for first
camper and $50 for each additional camper Visit:
www.annunciationorlando.org/vbs

Camper registration will close on
MAY 22. If you want to ensure that
your camper receives the proper
t-shirt size, please have registrations in
by APRIL 27. Thank you!
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The life of St. John of God reads like a novel, an
odyssey adventure of a free-spirited young man. He
ran away from home at the age of 8, grew up rather
irresponsibly, and enlisted at the age of 27 in
military service. After serving in wars between
Spain and France and in Hungary against the Turks,
he became an overseer of slaves in Morocco, then
returned to Spain to tend sheep.

When he was 40, he came to the realization that he
needed to change his life. He decided to go to
Africa to ransom Christian slaves and possibly be
martyred. But realizing he was not properly
motivated spiritually, he returned to Spain, where
he earned his living selling holy cards and books in
a successful shop in Granada.

John returned to his senses with great peace, and
in 1539 began working among the sick-poor. He
attracted monetary support and followers because
of his devout life and humility. Twenty years after
his death, these helpers formed the Brothers
Hospitallers, or Brothers of St. John of God. After
working tirelessly for over ten years, John became
ill himself, eventually allowing a friend, Lady Anne
Ossorio, to care for him. He died on March 8, 1550, at
age 55, and was canonized in 1690.

There is a lesson here. John was a late bloomer as
far as sanctity is concerned — his first real efforts
began at age 40, telling us it is never too late to
start. Here we have someone most people can
identify with. We know we can change for the
better, and a little push in the right direction is all
we need. There is nothing in our past that should
keep us from stronger efforts, and there are so
many opportunities around us for sanctity.

St. John of God, Religious

REGISTER TODAY - SVDPWalk for the Poor!
Registration is $25 per walker
Children 15 and under are Free

NEW THIS YEAR: Register a 2 person team to
compete in our Amazing Grace Race – Grand Prize –
A Weeklong Stay at the popular Orlando Resort – Club
Sevilla! Register your team or find sponsors to support

your team at $100 per team.

March 21st

Light breakfast, goodie bag and
lunch Included!

Visit www.svdpwalk.org to register.

Youth and Young Adult Adoration –March 18th
A SPECIAL NIGHT HONORING ST. JOSEPH!

Come join the Servants of the Pierced Hearts of
Jesus and Mary for their Learn & Adore with the
Heart – VIVET! What is VIVET? It means “HE LIVES!”
– As youth and young adults, we must take our
place in history, in our families, schools,
communities, in the Church, and in the world. How
can we do that? We go back to our foundational
grace – the Eucharistic Heart of Jesus!
We begin at 7:30PM with a short teaching and then
into Praise andWorship and Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament. Faith and Fellowship following
Adoration!
LOCATION: San Pedro Spiritual Development
Center – Mary, Mother of God Chapel
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Please contact our Society of
St.Vincent dePaul at
407-215-7669 or by email:
svdp@annunciationorlando.org

SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION
Sacrament of Baptism
We look forward to welcoming your child into our
family at Annunciation! For information
regarding the Sacrament of Baptism for Children,
please contact the Parish Office at 407-869-9472.

Sacrament of Confirmation
Receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit…

Youth: Contact Faith Formation for Children
and Youth at 407-869-9472.
Adults: Contact our Adult Faith Formation
Office at 407-869-9472.

Interested in Becoming Catholic?
Nowmay be the time… and this may be the
place! For more information on the journey of
Christian Initiation (OCIA), please contact one of
our priests or deacons, or call the Parish Office.

SACRAMENTS OF HEALING
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Experience the joy of forgiveness… If it has been a
while since you have been to Confession, do not
be afraid! The Priest will guide you through this
Sacrament of healing. Learn more:
www.annunciationorlando.org/reconciliation

Anointing of the Sick & Hospital Visitation
Are you or a loved one in need of healing? If you
or someone in your family is in need of the
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, please
contact the Parish Office. Emergencies: In case of
emergency or hospital stay, please contact the
Parish Office at 407-869-9472 to request a
pastoral visit.

VOCATIONS& FAMILY LIFE
Sacrament of Marriage
“…and the two shall become as one.” — Mark 10:8
Please contact the Parish Office at 407-869-9472
at least six months prior to your anticipated
wedding date and before finalizing venue plans.

Vocations
“…I have called you by name.” — Isaiah 43:1 Do
you feel called to the Priesthood or Religious
Life? We look forward to speaking with you.
Please contact our Clergy at 407-869-9472.

Annulments
Questions about divorce and re-marriage? For
information regarding Annulments, please
contact Jody North at 407-215-7639.

BULLETIN CONTACTS
Bulletin Information
Scott Stafstrom | 407-869-9472 |
sstafstrom@annunciationorlando.org
Advertising Diocesan Publications | 800-292-9111

In need of assistance?

Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday from 9am to 5pm.
Sundays from 9am to 12noon

Book & Gift Store Hours
Mon. to Fri.: 10:30am – 5pm.
Sat.: 4:30-5pm; 6-6:30pm, Sun.: 9am-1:30pm.

For more information please call our
Parish Office at 407-869-9472 or email
info@annunciationorlando.org

Clergy
Very Rev. Matthew Hawkins, V.F. ............... Pastor
Rev. Mark Librizzi .......................... Parochial Vicar
Rev. Stephen Baumann............................... Retired
Rev. Augustine Clark.................................... Retired
Rev. William Gohring.................................... Retired
Deacon Joe Gassman............ Permanent Deacon
Deacon Pete Pronko ............ Permanent Deacon
Deacon Bryan Zornik ............ Permanent Deacon

Administration/Finance/Facilities
Greg Dessert.............................. Facilities Director
Nanci O’Reilly................................. Office Manager
Sarah Dessert................................ Records & Data
Allison Khan.................................. Office Assistant
Patti Murphy.................................... Administration
Scott Stafstrom........................... Communications
Peggy Dobrowolski......................... Food Outreach
Mathew Novaes..................................Maintenance
Jack Harrison............................................... Security
Terri Becher................. Book Store: 407-215-7666

Annunciation Academy 407-774-2801
Misty Merritt............................................... Principal

Annunciation Pre-School 407-869-9404
Nazly Cabral................................................ Director

Evangelization & Faith Formation
Vicki Ridgeway............Director of Faith Formation
Michele McCullough.... Faith Formation Assistant
Josie Brown.................. Faith Formation Assistant
Madeline White................................. Youth Ministry
Jody North....... Baptism,Marriage Preparation/

Annulment Advocate

Liturgy and Worship
Mary Ann Fox ............................ Director of Liturgy
Mark McCabe ............................ Director of Music
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TUNE IN

863.317.9781
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VA ACCREDITED ATTORNEY

JODI E. MURPHY, ESQ. MICHELLE A. BERGLUND-HARPER, ESQ.
VA ACCREDITED ATTORNEY

Where’s Your Faith When You Read Your News?

Subscribe for just $1
americamagazine.org/bulletin

From the Vatican to the White House, America provides 
smart, Catholic takes every day on the events shaping the 
church and the world—and reflections to feed your faith.
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Joseph Bert, CFP®, AIF® Aaron Bert, CFP®, AIF®

1111 Douglas Ave

Altamonte Springs, FL 32714

407.869.9800

Complimentary

Consultation
Financial Planning · Investment Planning

Retirement Planning · Social Security Planning

Financial Planning and Asset Management offered by Certified Avisory Corp.

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards, Inc. owns the certification mark CFP®.

www.FinancialGroup.com

John M. Sprinkle, Licensed General Contractor CGC1509084

321-256-1211       www.ktsconsultants.com

Parishioner

General Contractor 
Commercial 
& Residen½al

29292929292929

407-260-2800FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
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