
info@annunciationorlando.org
www.annunciationorlando.org

Phone: 407-869-9472 Fax: 407-869-4661
1020 Montgomery Rd., Altamonte Springs, FL 32714

March 22, 2026 ~ Fifth Sunday of Lent
Welcome to Our Parish!

The Rais ing
of Lazarus

And Jesus raised
his eyes and said,

“Father , I thank you
for hearing me.
I know that you

always hear me. . . ”
John 11 :41-42



MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 5pm
Sunday: 8am, 10am, 12pm, 5:30pm
Daily Masses
Monday - Friday: 7am & 12:15pm / Saturday: 8am
Tuesday: 7pm (Spanish)

RECONCILIATION
Return to the Lord in the Sacrament of
Reconciliation

Monday, March 23 - 6:30pm
Saturday, March 28 - 3:30pm
Confession times are for one hour. Confession
by appointment is available on Tuesdays at
10:30am - www.annunciationorlando.org/rsvp

Lenten Penance Services at nearby Parishes:
Nativity - Tuesday, March 24 at 7pm

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Monday through Friday from 8am (after the 7am
Mass) until 7pm in the Chapel of the Angels.
Adoration closes for the 12:15pm Mass.

Readings for Next Weekend
Palm Sunday
First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-7
Psalm: Psalm 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24
Second Reading: Philippians 2:6-11
Gospel: Matthew 26:14 - 27:66

You can complete the registration
form on our website or visit our
Parish Office. Click on the QR code
for a direct link to the form.

Are you interested in registering at our Parish?

Offertory and Online Giving.
Thank you for continuing to
support our Parish.
Visit our Online giving portal.
Click on the QR Code: or visit
www.annunciationorlando.org/online-giving

Recently Deceased
†Josephine Pacifico †Philip J. Rotina
†Osbourne Wong †Stephanie Torres
†Angela Violante

SAT, MAR 21
8:00am Siham Georgi†
5:00pm Siham Georgi†

SUN, MAR 22
8:00am Connie Mott†
10:00am People of Our Parish

Kevin Frater†
12:00pm Gary Lange†
5:30pm Stephanie Bozzella†

MON, MAR 23
7:00 am Special Intention
12:15pm Jarnell Gabriel†

TUE, MAR 24
7:00am Gabriela Nicole Pratts†
12:15pm Pat and Hilda Ent†
7:00pm Mario Luna†

WED, MAR 25
7:00am Maria del Carmen Murphy†
12:15pm Nancy Belack†

THU, MAR 26
7:00am Margie Tammaro†
12:15pm Tim Rende†

FRI, MAR 27
7:00am Monsignor Lawrence Luciana†
12:15pm Thomas Murphy Jr.†

SAT, MAR 28
8:00am Connie Mott†
5:00pm Frank Coleman†

SUN, MAR 29
8:00am Thomas Murphy Jr.†
10:00am People of Our Parish

Bob Conway†
12:00pm Kathy Basskam†
5:30pm Chris Mazol†

Are you new to the Parish? Fifth Sunday of Lent
March 22, 2026Visit our website to sign up for weekly

emails at www.annunciationorlando.org
Follow us on social
Instagram / FaceBook:
@annunciationorlando
YouTube: @annunciationcatholic

Mass Intentions

For disarmament and peace
Let us pray that nations move toward
effective disarmament, particularly
nuclear disarmament, and that world
leaders choose the path of dialogue and
diplomacy instead of violence.

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions

Baptisms - Welcome!
Elsa Joan Anderson-Little
Kristalrhine Malanco Sabado
Elijah Jacob Vargas

Weddings - Congratulations!
Court Lewis and Claudia Tamoney
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Thank you for your generosity. As of
3/ 13 we have $507,131 in pledges toward

our parish goal of $743,109.
Part ic ipation: 497 of 4141 ( 12%)

To donate, v is it
www.ourcathol icappeal .org

Posi t ion Open at Our Par ish
Director of Operations

at Annunciat ion Cathol ic Church
The Director of Operations is a key
management posit ion which supports
the pastor and principal 's
responsibi l i t ies and is a steward of the
human and capital resources of the
parish, school and early learning center .
In col laborat ion with the pastor and
principal , the Director of Operations
develops comprehensive planning,
implementation, and evaluation of
parish goals and object ives . The Director
of Operations enables the eff ic ient and
effect ive administrat ion of parish, school
and early learning center resources .

Vis it :www.orlandodiocese.org/off ice/care
er-opportunit ies/ for more detai ls .

Ref lect ion on the Gospel
Jesus' humanity shines clearly in today's
Gospel . In the face of Lazarus' death,
Jesus is deeply moved by the grief around
Him. The Gospel says He "became deeply
distressed and troubled" and eventually
"wept ." The Greek word for "deeply
distressed," embrimaomai , suggests a
strong emotional disturbance, even
indignation or anger — indicating an
involuntary, visceral response f rom the
depth of His soul . Some commentators
suggest Jesus' anger wasn't directed at
the people weeping but at death itself ,
caused by sin. As God, He saw death as a
consequence of sin, never part of the
Father's original plan — and f rom this
perspective, death provoked righteous
indignation and deeply troubled His
human heart .

As the passage continues, Jesus' humanity
is powerful ly portrayed in the shortest
verse in the Bible: "And Jesus wept ." Saint
Paul reminds us in Hebrews: "For we do
not have a high priest who is unable to
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one
who has similarly been tested in every
way, yet without sin" (Hebrews 4:15) . Jesus'
tears show us that the Holy Trinity knows
human pain f irsthand. The Incarnate Son
allowed Himself to experience sorrow, and
the Father and the Holy Spirit shared in
this sorrow through Him.

Jesus' weeping uses the Greek word
edakrysen — "to shed tears" or "weep
silently" — personal , control led, and full of
divine compassion. In contrast , the
weeping of the others is described by
klaió, meaning loud wail ing, a typical
expression of communal mourning. Jesus'
grief was neither ritual ist ic nor excessive;
it was intimate and heartfelt .

We must never forget Jesus' deep
compassion and sorrow. His human heart
feels the same emotions we do — He grieves
when we grieve and is moved by the hold sin
has on us. After feel ing these emotions at
Lazarus' death, Jesus "cried out in a loud
voice, 'Lazarus, come out! ' " (John 11 :43) . In
our own lives, when we are trapped in sin or
burdened by human weakness, we must
hear Jesus call ing us to f reedom with the
same divine authority and human passion.

Source: MyCathol icLi fe
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Celebrate our Parish Feast Day by joining us for
this beautiful evening of prayer.

If you would like to be a candle holder, visit
www.annunciationorlando.org/rosary

The Servants of the Pierced Hearts of Jesus
and Mary will lead us in song.

Return to the Fundamenta l
Quest ions of Fa i th

Faci l i tated by Fr . August ine Clark
The last sess ion is on Wednesday, March
25th at 11 :15am in the Church - Rel ig ious
Exper ience & Miracles .

March 30, Chrism Mass - Holy Family
Cathol ic Church - 11am.
Apri l 2 , Holy Thursday, Mass of the
Lord’s Supper - 7pm. *
Apri l 3 , Good Friday - Stat ions of
Cross at 12pm - The Passion of the
Lord at 3pm *.
Apri l 4, Holy Saturday - Blessing of
the Food at 12pm.

Join us for our Lenten Soup Night
followed by Stations of the the Cross.
Soup will be served (along with garlic breadsticks)
starting at 5pm in the St. Gabriel Life Center.

We will be offering three hearty vegetarian soups -
Vegetarian Chili, Cheddar Cheese and Cauliflower

Bisque and Hearty Vegetable- catered by
Nature’s Table.

Tickets are $10 per person (children 12 and under
are free) No tickets will be sold at the door and the

cutoff is March 25th, so buy yours today at:
www.annunciationorlando.org/soup

You are welcome to join us after for Stations of
the Cross starting at 7pm in the Church.

Holy Week

Par ish Reconci l iat ion Serv ice
Monday, March 23 - 6:30pm in
our Church. With addit ional
pr iests from the Diocese.
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Meeting: March 26 at 9:30am in
the St. Gabriel Life Center.
Fr. Zachary Parker will be joining
us to discuss “Receiving more
from Confession.”
For more information, email us at
stannesministry@gmail.com.

Please join us for our
upcoming meetings and
activities:

Do you have questions about the Catholic Faith?
Have you been away from the Church... or
do you just want to learn more about your
faith? Were you raised in another faith or
maybe not raised in any faith, but feel called
to something deeper? Join us for our next
Open Door Session on Tuesday, March
24th at 7pm in the Nazareth Center.
For more information, please contact
Vicki Ridgeway at 407-869-9472 or
vridgeway@annunciationorlando.org

St. Patrick made himself one of the people, he lived simply, learned their language and customs, and
respected their religious genius. The people, for their part, were open to him and his challenging preaching.
Patrick's efforts were so successful that within a century Irish monks were christianizing Europe, and
introducing what he called spiritual direction, but was really the first individual confessions, soon to become
very popular. The foundation of St. Patrick's strength was a deep sense of the presence of God and his
constant prayer.

St. Patrick lived with the people and ever so gently brought them to faith, challenging them to grow in
knowledge and experience. Because of the island's pagan background, Patrick dealt with practical
challenges, including the encouragement of widows to remain chaste, unless they remarried, and young
women to dedicate their virginity to God. With St. Patrick, when one considers the enormity of the mission he
undertook, with its conversion of vast numbers of people to the faith, he must have been a pretty dynamic
person, and one whose holiness made an impression. The Holy Spirit multiplied and blessed his mission
many times over.

While it may be legend that St. Patrick drove all the snakes out of Ireland, his simple teaching on the Trinity,
using the three leaves of the shamrock was highly effective. Patrick departed the "land of saints and scholars"
in the year 493.

St. Patrick, Bishop –March 17th
Details of St. Patrick's life are few and uncertain, though legends abound. Patrick was born
in Scotland, England, or perhaps Gaul (France) in the year 385. Along with some slaves of
his father, he was captured and taken to Ireland and sold as a slave. However, he escaped
to Gaul and made his way back home. His preparations for priesthood seems to have been
in Gaul, at Lerins. He was ordained in 417 and remained in Gaul for fifteen years.
Consecrated a bishop in 432, he went to Ireland and began to preach throughout the
country, with great success.

Jesus loved His friend Lazarus very much. When
Lazarus died, Jesus felt very sad. The people
around Him were crying too. Jesus loved them
so much that He cried with them. Even though
Jesus is God, He has feelings just like us.
Why did Jesus cry? Because He loves us. When
we are sad, Jesus is sad too. When we hurt, He
hurts too. Jesus understands how we feel.

Jesus was also upset because death is bad. God
never wanted people to die. Death came into
the world because of sin. That made Jesus feel
angry and sad at the same time.

But Jesus did not stay sad. He walked up to the
tomb where Lazarus was buried. Then He called
out in a big, strong voice: "Lazarus, come out!"
And Lazarus came back to life!

Jesus can do the same for us. Sometimes we do
wrong things and feel stuck. But Jesus calls out
to us too. He says, "Come out! Be free!" He wants
to help us, just like He helped Lazarus.

The Kids
Bullet in

Come out!
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Help Send Our Teens to Covecrest
This Summer!

This summer, our parish teens have
the opportunity to attend LifeTeen
Covecrest Camp— a transformative
experience of faith, community, and
encounter with Christ. The cost is $850
per teen, and we don't want finances
to be a barrier for any young person
who feels called to go. Would you
prayerfully consider making a gift to
help offset the cost? Every contribution
- large or small - makes a real
difference in the life of a young
Catholic. To donate, simply scan the
QR code below or visit
www.annunciationorlando.org/ltcamp.
Thank you for investing in the next
generation of our faith community!

click to donate

Questions? Contact Madeline White, Youth Minister
407-869-9472 or mgwhite@annunciationorlando.org

Every day that week we’d wake up early, go to Mass, spend each
day doing different activities, go to evening sessions at the end of
the day, then gather as a parish and talk about what we had
learned. Each day would feel completely different, and you’d never
know exactly what you’d be doing until you started the day. Some
days it was messy obstacle courses, and other days it was climbing
while your friends kept the rope taut. For all the evening Bible
sessions, I felt like I was relearning each word from every verse that
was taught... (read the complete story online)
It was a wonderful week, being able to spend time with friends and
getting closer to them. But I think the thing that changed the
most is my heart got closer to God. Because of this, I can’t wait to
go again to Covecrest this summer.

My Experience at Covecrest - by James Egan
A little over one year ago, I saw a page in the Church
bulletin for Covecrest, a week-long summer camp
meant to help high schoolers grow in faith and
fellowship while spending the week doing fun
activities. I instantly knew that’s where I wanted to be
during the summer. A week full of climbing, white
water rafting and s’mores around the bonfire all while
with friends sounded great.

www.annunciationorlando.org/ym

Final Payment is due by April 17th.

www.annunciationorlando.org/ym

Fellowship, Friendship & Fun in Christ.
Come as you are and bring your friends!

6:30-8pm in St Joseph's Room.

photos from Covecrest 2025

We have spots for 20 teens.
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Vacation Bible School - June 8-12
Rainforest Falls- Exploring the Nature of God
Step through the mist into Rainforest Falls,
overflowing with wild waterfalls, towering trees, and
colorful creatures. Beneath a canopy of chattering
birds and howling monkeys, kids plunge into a lifelong
adventure of discovering the nature of God. They'll
explore what it means to be rooted in relationship
with God, their creator, a safe place in life's storms.

REGISTRATION IS OPEN!
Youth and Adult volunteers: Youth volunteers must
be at least a rising 6th grader. To submit your
application, visitwww.annunciationorlando.org/vbs

Camper registration for rising 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th
graders. The times for VBS are: 9am – 12 noon, Monday
– Thursday, 9am – 12:30pm on Friday. Cost: $65 for first
camper and $50 for each additional camper Visit:
www.annunciationorlando.org/vbs

Camper registration will close on
MAY 22. If you want to ensure that
your camper receives the proper
t-shirt size, please have registrations in
by APRIL 27. Thank you!

ST. JOAN OF ARC CIRCLE
Annunciat ion Counci l of Cathol ic Women
inv i tes you to jo in us for fun and
fel lowship at our “BINGO” char i ty

fundra iser .

Tuesday, Apr i l 14th
10 :30 a.m. – 2 :30 p.m.
St . Gabr ie l L i fe Center

Donation of $25 wil l include:
9 Bingo Games + Blackout Game

All Bingo Suppl ies
Prizes - 50/50 Raff le

Buffet Lunch
***Cash or Checks accepted***

No tickets will be sold at the door.
RSVP required. RSVP by April 7th via email:

SJAannunciation@gmail.com

All proceeds benefit our charities.

Plants for Chari ty after a l l Masses
March 28-29 (except 5 :30 on Sunday)
The Al l Saints Circle supports : St . Vincent
DePaul , Pathways to Care, Shepherd’s
Hope, The Sharing Center , Safehouse of
Seminole , The Pregnancy Center of Sanford,
Li fe Choices Medical Cl inic , Samaritan
Vi l lage, The Farmworker Associat ion, and
the Sisters of the Pierced Hearts . Pr ices of
plants are $5-$20 (cash, check, Zel le and
Cash App accepted) . Thank you!

Volunteer Needed
Annunciation Book&Gift Store

We are looking for a volunteer to help in the
Annunciation Book & Gift Store on Saturdays.
Hours are 4:30–5pm and 6-6:30pm, with time to attend
the 5pmMass in between. This commitment is for
every Saturday.
Duties include:

Opening and closing the store (training provided)
Assisting customers
Operating the cash register
Basic computer use

If you are interested in volunteering or would like
more information, please contact Terri Becher at
tbecher@annunciationorlando.org

Memorial Mass, March 27
Join Queen of Angels Cemetery staff each
month for a Memorial Mass at Mary, Mother
of God Chapel, San Pedro Spiritual
Development Center. Mass includes special
intercession for deceased priests, deacons,
and all those buried in Queen of Angels
Cemetery. Liturgy of the Hours is at 8:15 a.m.;
8:30 a.m. Mass. Please pray for clergy who
died in this month and for all those buried in
Queen of Angels Cemetery.
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Please contact our Society of
St.Vincent dePaul at
407-215-7669 or by email:
svdp@annunciationorlando.org

SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION
Sacrament of Baptism
We look forward to welcoming your child into our
family at Annunciation! For information
regarding the Sacrament of Baptism for Children,
please contact the Parish Office at 407-869-9472.

Sacrament of Confirmation
Receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit…

Youth: Contact Faith Formation for Children
and Youth at 407-869-9472.
Adults: Contact our Adult Faith Formation
Office at 407-869-9472.

Interested in Becoming Catholic?
Nowmay be the time… and this may be the
place! For more information on the journey of
Christian Initiation (OCIA), please contact one of
our priests or deacons, or call the Parish Office.

SACRAMENTS OF HEALING
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Experience the joy of forgiveness… If it has been a
while since you have been to Confession, do not
be afraid! The Priest will guide you through this
Sacrament of healing. Learn more:
www.annunciationorlando.org/reconciliation

Anointing of the Sick & Hospital Visitation
Are you or a loved one in need of healing? If you
or someone in your family is in need of the
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, please
contact the Parish Office. Emergencies: In case of
emergency or hospital stay, please contact the
Parish Office at 407-869-9472 to request a
pastoral visit.

VOCATIONS& FAMILY LIFE
Sacrament of Marriage
“…and the two shall become as one.” — Mark 10:8
Please contact the Parish Office at 407-869-9472
at least six months prior to your anticipated
wedding date and before finalizing venue plans.

Vocations
“…I have called you by name.” — Isaiah 43:1 Do
you feel called to the Priesthood or Religious
Life? We look forward to speaking with you.
Please contact our Clergy at 407-869-9472.

Annulments
Questions about divorce and re-marriage? For
information regarding Annulments, please
contact Jody North at 407-215-7639.

BULLETIN CONTACTS
Bulletin Information
Scott Stafstrom | 407-869-9472 |
sstafstrom@annunciationorlando.org
Advertising Diocesan Publications | 800-292-9111

In need of assistance?

Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday from 9am to 5pm.
Sundays from 9am to 12noon

Book & Gift Store Hours
Mon. to Fri.: 10:30am – 5pm.
Sat.: 4:30-5pm; 6-6:30pm, Sun.: 9am-1:30pm.

For more information please call our
Parish Office at 407-869-9472 or email
info@annunciationorlando.org

Clergy
Very Rev. Matthew Hawkins, V.F. ............... Pastor
Rev. Mark Librizzi .......................... Parochial Vicar
Rev. Stephen Baumann............................... Retired
Rev. Augustine Clark.................................... Retired
Rev. William Gohring.................................... Retired
Deacon Joe Gassman............ Permanent Deacon
Deacon Pete Pronko ............ Permanent Deacon
Deacon Bryan Zornik ............ Permanent Deacon

Administration/Finance/Facilities
Greg Dessert.............................. Facilities Director
Nanci O’Reilly................................. Office Manager
Sarah Dessert................................ Records & Data
Allison Khan.................................. Office Assistant
Patti Murphy.................................... Administration
Scott Stafstrom........................... Communications
Peggy Dobrowolski......................... Food Outreach
Mathew Novaes..................................Maintenance
Jack Harrison............................................... Security
Terri Becher................. Book Store: 407-215-7666

Annunciation Academy 407-774-2801
Misty Merritt............................................... Principal

Annunciation Pre-School 407-869-9404
Nazly Cabral................................................ Director

Evangelization & Faith Formation
Vicki Ridgeway............Director of Faith Formation
Michele McCullough.... Faith Formation Assistant
Josie Brown.................. Faith Formation Assistant
Madeline White................................. Youth Ministry
Jody North....... Baptism,Marriage Preparation/

Annulment Advocate

Liturgy and Worship
Mary Ann Fox ............................ Director of Liturgy
Mark McCabe ............................ Director of Music
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TUNE IN

863.317.9781
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VA ACCREDITED ATTORNEY

JODI E. MURPHY, ESQ. MICHELLE A. BERGLUND-HARPER, ESQ.
VA ACCREDITED ATTORNEY

Where’s Your Faith When You Read Your News?

Subscribe for just $1
americamagazine.org/bulletin

From the Vatican to the White House, America provides 
smart, Catholic takes every day on the events shaping the 
church and the world—and reflections to feed your faith.
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Joseph Bert, CFP®, AIF® Aaron Bert, CFP®, AIF®

1111 Douglas Ave

Altamonte Springs, FL 32714

407.869.9800

Complimentary

Consultation
Financial Planning · Investment Planning

Retirement Planning · Social Security Planning

Financial Planning and Asset Management offered by Certified Avisory Corp.

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards, Inc. owns the certification mark CFP®.

www.FinancialGroup.com

John M. Sprinkle, Licensed General Contractor CGC1509084

321-256-1211       www.ktsconsultants.com

Parishioner

General Contractor 
Commercial 
& Residen½al

29292929292929

407-260-2800FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
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