
"Blessed are you, Simon
son of Jonah. For flesh and
blood has not revealed this
to you, butmy heavenly

Father. And so I say to you,
you are Peter, and
upon this rock I will
buildmy church,

Matthew 16:17-18

Annunciation hearts are burning to
know, love and serve God

by loving and serving others.

info@annunciationorlando.org
www.annunciationorlando.org

Phone: 407-869-9472 Fax: 407-869-4661
1020 Montgomery Rd., Altamonte Springs, FL 32714

August 23, 2026 ~ Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time

Welcome to Our Parish!



MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 5pm
Sunday: 8am, 10am, 12pm, 5:30pm
Daily Masses
Monday - Friday: 7am & 12:15pm / Saturday: 8am
Tuesday: 7pm (Spanish)

RECONCILIATION
Tuesdays at 10:30am by RSVP on our website.
Saturdays from 3:30 to 4:30pm. (no rsvp needed)

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Monday through Friday from 8am (after the 7am
Mass) until 7pm in the Chapel of the Angels.
Adoration closes for the 12:15pm Mass.

Readings for Next Weekend
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading: Jeremiah 20:7-9
Psalm: Psalm 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9
Second Reading: Romans 12:1-2
Gospel: Matthew 16:21-27

You can complete the registration
form on our website or visit our
Parish Office. Click on the QR code
for a direct link to the form.

Are you interested in registering at our Parish?

Offertory and Online Giving.
Thank you for continuing to
support our Parish.
Visit our online giving portal.
Click on the QR Code: or visit
www.annunciationorlando.org/online-giving

SAT, AUG 22
8:00am Jacquelyn Underkofler†
5:00pm Gary Ellis†

SUN, AUG 23
8:00am Lorrie Weil†
10:00am People of Our Parish

Nohra Acosta†
12:00pm Nancy Perry†
5:30pm Giovannina Nuzzo-Vigliotti†

MON, AUG 24
7:00 am Amelia Feinberg†
12:15pm Ralph, Houston and David Martin†

TUE, AUG 25
7:00am Richard Carlson†
12:15pm Tarra Moscovitz†
7:00pm Wanda Rivera†

WED, AUG 26
7:00am Patricia Buckley†
12:15pm Rolande Lussier†

THU, AUG 27
7:00am Lita Oandason†
12:15pm Dennis Gray†

FRI, AUG 28
7:00am Marcia and Vincent Fausset†
12:15pm Jim Pekaus†

SAT, AUG 29
8:00am Bud Cornett†
5:00pm Chris Kauffmann†

SUN, AUG 30
8:00am Michael Steuer†
10:00am People of Our Parish

Donald and Marietta Kunce†
12:00pm Deceased members of the Scholz family†
5:30pm John B. Indelicato†

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 23, 2026

Mass Intentions

For evangelization in the city.
Let us pray that in large cities often
marked by anonymity and loneliness
we find new ways to proclaim the
Gospel, discovering creative paths to
build community.

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions

Recently Deceased
†Liduvina Cornier
†Miles Hunter

Baptisms - Welcome!
Flavio Noel Arana
Adam Rhys Howard
Amelia Michelle Salvador
Elias Raphael Solorzano

Flowers for the Altar
If you would like to help adorn the
Sanctuary in honor of a special event
or deceased loved one please call
our Parish Office at 407-869-9472.

Are you new to the Parish?
Visit our website to sign up for weekly
emails at www.annunciationorlando.org

Follow us on social
Instagram / FaceBook:
@annunciationorlando
YouTube: @annunciationcatholic
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Our Mission Co-op this year was presented by
Fr. Ebin Mathew. He is a priest of the Order of
Carmelites. Thank you for supporting their
mission, raising $15,954! Fr. Ebin wrote us this
past week with an update. Here is an excerpt:

I wanted to share a quick update frommy side. Since
my return, I have been completely busy with
formation work, and I am also serving as a manager at
a College here. So life has been quite packed
At the same time, our Finance Commission members
and I have been engaging in some charitable works:

1. Support for students: After my arrival and after
receiving the Mission Appeal money, it was the start of
the new academic year. We identified some very poor
students and helped them by buying study materials
and also provided financial assistance.
2. Care for the sick: Our Novitiate community found
some sick people who need to go through kidney
dialysis, cancer treatment, and other serious illnesses.
We were able to help them.
3. Help for Joel: We also helped a 7th grade boy
named Joel who suffers from Type 1 Diabetes. It is a
chronic autoimmune condition where the body's
immune system attacks and destroys insulin-
producing cells in the pancreas. He needed ongoing
support.
4. Local distribution: We have also handed some funds
to each community prior to identify people in and
around their communities who are most in need, so
they can distribute it to deserving people.
I am enclosing a few pictures with this email.
With love and prayers, Fr. Ebin Mathew O. Carm

Ref lect ion on the Gospel
The symbolism associated with Caesarea
Phil ippi is central to today ’s Gospel .
Located north of Jesus’ home base in
Capernaum, it was a predominantly pagan
city known for its shrines to false gods.

Additionally, the city was the site of a
temple dedicated to the late emperor,
Caesar Augustus, who was worshiped as a
god throughout the Roman Empire. It was
into this spiritual ly dark pagan setting
that Jesus led His disciples—on what may
have been a two-day journey—for what
culminated in a single, monumental
question.

Jesus took the Twelve away f rom the
comfort of their famil iar f ishing vil lage
and Jewish neighbors for a reason. He
wanted them to answer His question not
in the midst of the famil iar and safe, but
in a place marked by spiritual confusion
and idolatry. Why? So that faith could be
professed even there, and divine grace
could conf ront the darkness that
permeated the region.

At f irst , He asked who the people said He
was. They answered, “Some say John the
Baptist , others Eli jah, sti l l others
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” But
then He posed the question that reached
the heart of His mission: “But who do you
say that I am?” This was a moment of
divine testing—one which Simon passed
with profound faith: “You are the Christ ,
the Son of the living God.” Jesus’
extraordinary and consequential response
has enduring signif icance to this day. He
declared:

“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah. For
f lesh and blood has not revealed this to
you, but my heavenly Father. And so I say
to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I
wil l build my Church, and the gates of the
netherworld shall not prevail against it . I
wil l give you the keys to the kingdom of
heaven. Whatever you bind on earth shall
be bound in heaven; and whatever you
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven”
(Matthew 16:17–19) .

With these sacred words, Jesus founded
His Church upon Peter, making him the
f irst pope. In bibl ical tradition, a change
of name signif ies a new mission and
identity. Simon, son of Jonah, was now to
be called Peter—Petros in Greek and
Cephas in Aramaic—meaning “rock.” Peter
became the solid foundation upon which
Christ ’s Church would be built . No pagan
power, false god, or earthly ruler would
ever overcome what Christ established
with divine authority.

Source: mycatholic . l i fe
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Interested in Becoming Catholic?
If you’ve been thinking about becoming Catholic, or learning more about the
Catholic faith, OCIA - the Order of Christian Initiation of Adults - is a welcoming
place to begin. Reaching out is simply the f irst step - a chance to ask questions,
learn more, and see where God may be leading you. Our next OCIA journey begins
Saturday, September 12th at 9am in the Nazareth Center. If God is stirring something
in your heart, we encourage you to speak with a priest or deacon or contact Vicki
Ridgeway, our Director of Faith Formation, at 407-869-9472 or
vridgeway@annunciationorlando.org to learn more.

407-774-2801
www.annunciationacademy.org

Our ACA Buddy Families welcomed our new
families with a special dinner last Saturday.

Special Collection this weekend
We are called to assist our brothers and sisters in
the cities of Cali, Perieira, Colombia who are
faced with the destruction of more than 10,500
homes in the western part of the country due to
the recent 7.4-magnitude earthquakes. More
than 3,900 people have been injured and at least
281 confirmed dead with hundreds still reported
missing. The funds collected in this special
appeal will be used to support the efforts of the
official relief agencies of the U.S. Catholic Church,
Catholic Charities USA and/or Catholic Relief
Services, as they and their local agencies
respond to immediate emergency needs for
such necessities as water, food, shelter, and
medical care, and aid in long-term rebuilding
and recovery efforts. Please donate online
through our giving portal or use the blue
collection envelopes and write Disaster Relief
2026 in the memo. Thank you!

We often hear Catholics speak about
discernment, but what does it really mean?
Discernment is the prayerful process of seeking
to recognize what God is asking of us and
becoming willing to follow where He leads. It is
more than simply deciding what we want and
asking God to bless it. True discernment begins
with an open heart that asks, “Lord, what do You
want?” We listen through prayer, Sacred
Scripture, the teachings of the Church, wise
counsel, the circumstances of our lives, and the
movements of our hearts. Discernment is not
only for major decisions or religious vocations.
We can seek God’s will in our relationships, work,
family life, use of our gifts, and the choices we
make every day. As St. Paul writes, we are called
to “discern what is the will of God, what is good
and pleasing and perfect.”
Scripture: Romans 12:2; Luke 22:42
Catechism: CCC 2826

What Is
Discernment?

Jesus asked His friends, “Who do you say that I
am?” Peter knew the answer. He said that Jesus
is the Son of God.

Jesus was happy with Peter’s answer. He gave
Peter a special job. Jesus said Peter would be
like a strong rock, and He would build His
Church on that rock. Peter became a leader of
the Church and helped others follow Jesus.

Jesus asks us the same question: “Who do you
say that I am?” We learn who Jesus is when we
pray, listen to His Word, and spend time with
Him.

Today, remember that Jesus is the Son of God.
He gave us His Church to help us know Him,
love Him, and follow Him.

The Kids
Bullet in

Who am I?
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Confirmation
Confirmation is celebrated in 9th
grade or later. To be prepared for
Confirmation in 9th grade, all 8th
grade students should be enrolled in
a Catholic Faith Formation program
or attend a Catholic school. We look
forward to celebrating this beautiful
Sacrament with your family!

Sunday School
Sunday School will be offered to active
registered parish members during the
10amMass in the Preschool for ages 2, 3,
and 4. Your child(ren) must be the age
you wish to register them by September
1, 2026 to be eligible for Sunday School.
There is limited space so please only
register your child if you plan to attend
weekly. The first in-person session will be
September 13th. To register visit
www.annunciationorlando.org/family

Confirmation Preparation
Requirement: Students planning to
receive Confirmation in 9th grade must
either attend a Catholic school or be
enrolled in a parish Faith Formation
program during 8th grade. Students
should not register for Confirmation
while in 8th grade; Confirmation
enrollment takes place in 9th grade.
To register visit
www.annunciationorlando.org/family

Traditional and Family Catechesis
Registration has closed and classes will
be starting soon.
Please contact Vicki Ridgeway at
vridgeway@annunciationorlando.org
with questions. Thank you!

Eucharistic Adoration...
Find Your Peace & Joy in the LORD.
Visit annunciationorlando.org/adoration

to sign up to be a weekly adorer.
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Are you an adult who has not yet received
the Sacrament of Confirmation?

For most of us, the Sacrament of Confirmation was
celebrated when we were either in junior high or in
high school. For those adults in the OCIA, their
Confirmation is celebrated when they are baptized
at the Easter Vigil. But, for a variety of reasons, many
adult Catholics have not yet been confirmed. You do
not have to pre-register.
THIS INVITATION IS FOR YOU!
If you are 19 years of age, have been baptized
Catholic and have made your First Communion, but
have not been confirmed, we invite you to begin a
preparation program. The next Adult Confirmation
session will begin on Thursday, August 27 at 6:30pm
in the Nazareth Center for 7 consecutive weeks.
Confirmation takes place on October 11 at 5pm at St.
James Cathedral.

TO FIND OUT MORE: Contact Vicki Ridgeway at
vridgeway@annunciationorlando.org.

ST. GABRIEL
LIFE CENTER

Which voice are you listening to? There are so many voices
in the world, but only one voice that can reconcile you and
set you free. It takes time to learn to hear this voice.
Through the practice of Ignatian Spirituality you will come
to know your Sacred Story.
Join us for a Question and Answer Session on August
24 at 7pm in the St. Gabriel Life Center - Room Bth

Sacred Story
Join us on a journey to Divine Intimacy.
Are you aware of the presence of God
in yourmidst in everymoment of your
day? Sacred Story will help you notice
thosemoments and be open to
responding to His presence.

Sacred Story is a 40 week journey. We meet weekly
starting Monday, September 14th from 7-8:30pm in the
St. Gabriel Life Center. Please pray about joining us on this
journey to a deeper and closer relationship with the Lord.

For more information: sacredstoryflorida@gmail.com.
To register:www.annunciationorlando.org/sacred-story

We have several build dates coming up in Sanford.
It is easy to sign-up and get involved and it is very
rewarding to work with the families that we are
serving. For more information visit

www.annunciationorlando.org/habitat

Annunciation
Habitat for
Humanity
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"Dominic possessed such great integrity and was so
strongly motivated by divine love, that without a doubt he
proved to be a bearer of honor and grace." This was
written of our saint for today. In the same collection of
writings we read, "Wherever he went, he showed himself
in word and deed to be a man of the Gospel...He seldom
spoke unless it was of God, that is, in prayer, or about God;
and in this manner he instructed his brothers."
Dominic (1170-1221), is popularly known as a great preacher
and the founder of the Dominicans. His own efforts as
preacher and those of his immediate followers were
directed to combating the heresies of the Albigensians
who denied the Incarnation of Jesus, repudiated the
sacraments, and held other extremist ascetical (harsh
penitential) views.
From childhood, Dominic showed signs of a vocation to
the priesthood that was encouraged. He also gave
evidence of a great concern for the poor. During a time of
hunger, he sold his books, precious items at his time, to
feed the poor. Like St. Francis of Assisi, he saw poverty in
practice as a remedy for many of the ills that afflicted the
Church in the late 12th and early 13th centuries.
Not only was Dominic a capable and inspiring preacher,
but his life was exemplary. Holiness of life was a weapon
against error as well as his preaching. Dominic's ideal was
to combine prayer and asceticism (penitential practices)
with study and the ministry of preaching. What one
preached is learned in prayer and contemplation. "Bring to
others what you contemplate," is the motto he gave to the
Order he founded. His last years were spent organizing his
followers into a community, the Order of Preachers.
The spirit and ideals of St. Dominic are alive today in the
community he founded, both of men and women. Pope
Gregory IX said of him: "I knew him as a steadfast follower
of the apostolic way of life. There is no doubt that he is in
heaven, sharing the glory of the apostles themselves."

St. Dominic, Priest

Pillars of Faith
by Fr. Stephen Baumann

Divorced? Hurting? Recovering from Divorce
Group is starting on September 8th, Tuesday
evenings, at 6:30 pm in the Nazareth Center.
Annunciation is offering the 10-week divorce support
program, Recovering from Divorce for Catholics.
Some of the topics covered include: grieving, fear,
anger, dealing with your former spouse, helping your
kids cope, the power of your faith to heal, and being
single again. This program is for Catholics who are
going through a divorce or are struggling with life
after divorce. Please contact Jody North at
jnorth@annunciationorlando.org in order to register
and reserve a book for the program.
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Fall Festival
SAVE THE DATES

November 6-7, 2026
Secure your sponsorship spot today! All
proceeds benefit local charities and families.
www.annunciationorlando.org/fallfestival
Now accepting Auction Items. Contact us at
accauction2026@gmail.com to discuss your
item. Thank you for your support!

Annunciation Sunday Scripture Games is a fun way to
engage with the weekend Mass readings. Play every
week and come to know God more in His Word.

Play Scramble online along with two other games, Word
and Links, and share your score with our parish. Visit

www.annunciationorlando.org/games or scan the code.

Last Sunday’s answer: After Jesus healed the woman’s daughter there
were no: Ill FEELINGS

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday from 9am to 5pm. Sundays from
9am to 12noon.

Book & Gift Store Hours
Monday to Friday: 10:30am – 5pm.
Sunday: 9am-1:30pm.

For more information please call our
Parish Office at 407-869-9472 or email
info@annunciationorlando.org

Clergy
Very Rev. Matthew Hawkins, V.F. ............... Pastor
Rev. Mark Librizzi .......................... Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mariano Catura .................Hospital Chaplain
Rev. Stephen Baumann............................... Retired
Rev. Augustine Clark.................................... Retired
Rev. William Gohring.................................... Retired
Deacon Joe Gassman............ Permanent Deacon
Deacon Pete Pronko ............ Permanent Deacon
Deacon Bryan Zornik ............ Permanent Deacon

Administration/Finance/Facilities
Shaun Finn.......................... Director of Operations
Greg Dessert.............................. Facilities Director
Nanci O’Reilly................................. Office Manager
Sarah Dessert................................ Records & Data
Allison Khan.................................. Office Assistant
Patti Murphy.................................... Administration
Scott Stafstrom........................... Communications
Peggy Dobrowolski......................... Food Outreach
Jody North....... Baptism, Marriage Preparation/

Annulment Advocate
Mathew Novaes..................................Maintenance
Jack Harrison............................................... Security
Terri Becher................. Book Store: 407-215-7666

Annunciation Academy 407-774-2801
Misty Merritt............................................... Principal

Annunciation Pre-School 407-869-9404
Nazly Cabral................................................ Director

Evangelization & Faith Formation
Vicki Ridgeway............Director of Faith Formation
Michele McCullough.... Faith Formation Assistant
Josie Brown.................. Faith Formation Assistant
Madeline White................................. Youth Ministry

Liturgy and Worship
Mary Ann Fox ............................ Director of Liturgy
Mark McCabe ............................ Director of Music

Please contact our Society of
St.Vincent dePaul at
407-215-7669 or by email:
svdp@annunciationorlando.org

In need of assistance?

SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION
Sacrament of Baptism
We look forward to welcoming your child into our
family at Annunciation! For information
regarding the Sacrament of Baptism for Children,
please contact the Parish Office at 407-869-9472.

Sacrament of Confirmation
Receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit…

Youth: Contact Faith Formation for Children
and Youth at 407-869-9472.
Adults: Contact our Adult Faith Formation
Office at 407-869-9472.

Interested in Becoming Catholic?
Nowmay be the time… and this may be the
place! For more information on the journey of
Christian Initiation (OCIA), please contact one of
our priests or deacons, or call the Parish Office.

SACRAMENTS OF HEALING
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Experience the joy of forgiveness… If it has been a
while since you have been to Confession, do not
be afraid! The Priest will guide you through this
Sacrament of healing. Learn more:
www.annunciationorlando.org/reconciliation

Anointing of the Sick & Hospital Visitation
Are you or a loved one in need of healing? If you
or someone in your family is in need of the
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, please
contact the Parish Office. Emergencies: In case of
emergency or hospital stay, please contact the
Parish Office at 407-869-9472 to request a
pastoral visit.

VOCATIONS& FAMILY LIFE
Sacrament of Marriage
“…and the two shall become as one.” — Mark 10:8
Please contact the Parish Office at 407-869-9472
at least six months prior to your anticipated
wedding date and before finalizing venue plans.

Vocations
“…I have called you by name.” — Isaiah 43:1 Do
you feel called to the Priesthood or Religious
Life? We look forward to speaking with you.
Please contact our Clergy at 407-869-9472.

Annulments
Questions about divorce and re-marriage? For
information regarding Annulments, please
contact Jody North at 407-215-7639.

BULLETIN CONTACTS
Bulletin Information
Scott Stafstrom | 407-869-9472 |
sstafstrom@annunciationorlando.org
Advertising Diocesan Publications | 800-292-9111
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TUNE IN

863.317.9781

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will
For further information,

 please call the parish o!ce.
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VA Accredited Attorney

Jodi E. Murphy, Esq. MichEllE A. BErglund-hArpEr, Esq.
VA Accredited Attorney

Stay on top of the most 
important Catholic news stories.
Join 100,000+ Catholics and sign up for our newsletter. 

Delivered every day, for free.
SIGN UP today
americamagazine.org/join
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Joseph Bert, CFP®, AIF® Aaron Bert, CFP®, AIF®

1111 Douglas Ave

Altamonte Springs, FL 32714

407.869.9800

Complimentary

Consultation
Financial Planning · Investment Planning

Retirement Planning · Social Security Planning

Financial Planning and Asset Management offered by Certified Avisory Corp.

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards, Inc. owns the certification mark CFP®.

www.FinancialGroup.com

29292929292929

407-260-2800FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
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